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WORKS of the LEARNED. 


_ For JULY, 1939. 


ARTICLE I. 


A Difcourfe concerning the modern and the pre- 
Jent Jews: Being an Appendix to the Apology 
for the ancient Jews, and their Religion, 

againft the Calumnies of the Egyptian, the 
Greek, and Roman Writers. 


By Cuaries Lamotte, D. D. Chaplain to the Prince 
of Wales. 


The Jews, the Samaritans, the Turks, the Infi- 
dels, are all, in the Gofpel-fenfe, Neighbours 
to the Chriftian, and fhould be treated by him 
as fuch, whereinfoever he is capable of doing 
them any Kindnefs, or they of receiving any 
from bim. 

. Mz/s’s Sermons. Vol. VII. p. 391. 
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2 The Worksof theLEARNED. Aft. I. 


To the Author of the Hiftory of the Works 
of the LEARNED. 


if HER E is no Nation in the World 
ae that has made a more extraordinary 
Figure in Hiftory than that of the 

Feeno Orgs ews. No People was ever more 

iN 84 diftinguifhed by the Favours and Mer- 
cies of inion. and none more remarkable for their 
IJolatries and Rebellions againft God, and the 
dreadful Judgments and Punifhments he has inflict- 
ed upon them. The firft unhappy Step of this kind 
was the Worfhip of the Golden Calf, after fo many 
repeated Mercies and fignal Deliverances : This, 
like a fatal Difeafe, ftuck {fo clofe to them fince, 
and fo corrupted and infected them, that the Fews 
have a proverbial Saying among them, That there 
has not been one Fudgment inflitted upon Mfrael, but 
what bad at leaft an Ounce of the Golden Calf in it. 
But fomething perhaps may be faid to excufe and 


‘extenuate their Guilt: I mean their Ignorance of 


their Religion, and the Want of having the Law 
conftantly read and repeated to them ; fince (as fome 
learned Men have obferved) from the Time of 
Fofoua to the Reign of ehofaphat, which is com- 
monly reckoned to be 530 Years, we find no Men- 
tion at all of the publick Reading of it ; nor from 
that Time to the 18th Year of King ofiah, which 
was the Space of 882 Years; nor from that Time 
till after the Captivity of Babylon; by which Neg- 
Ject they the more eafily fell into Idolatry, and con- 
tinued in it more or Jefs till that Captivity.* And 
this is the Reafon the learned Dean Prideaux affigns 
why they were fo prone and inclinable to fall into 
Idolatry before the Captivity, and after that fhew’d 


* See Dr. Patrick on Deuter, ¢. 31. 
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fuch an Horror and Averfion to it. Before the 
Captivity, faith he,* they had no Synagogue for 
publick Worfhip or publick Inftruction, nor any 
Places to refort to for either, except the Temple at 
Ferufalem, or the Cities of the Levites, or to the 
Prophets, when God was pleas’d to fend fuch among 
them ; for want hereof, great Ignorance grew among 
the People. God was little known among them, 
and his Laws in a Manner were wholly forgotten ; 
and therefore, as Occafion offer’d, they were eafily 
drawn into all the Superftitions and idolatrous U fages 
of the neighbouring Nations that liv’d round about 
them, till at length, for the Punifhment hereof, 
God gave them up to a difmal Deftruétion in the 
Babylonifo Captivity. But after that Captivity, and 
the Return of the Yews from it, the Synagogues 
being erected among them in every City, to which 
they conftantly reforted for publick Worfhip, and 
where every Week they had the Law from the firft 5 
and after that from the Time of Autiochus’s Perfe- 
cution, the Prophets alfo reading to them, and by Ser- 
mons and Exhortations, deliver’d everySabbath- Day, 
inftructing them in their Duty, and exciting them to 
the Obedience of it: This kept them ina thorough 
Knowledge of God and his Laws ; and the Threats 
which they found in the Prophets againft the Break- 
ers of them, after thefe camevalfo to be read among 
them, deterr’d them from tranigreffing againft 
them. I know fome learned Men have been of a 
different Opinion concerning the Age of the Syna- 
gogues, and have thought them of much ancienter 
Date; namely, foon after the delivering of the 
Law ; and this they ground upon a remarkable 
Paffage in the Pfalms,t where the Writer, fpeaking 
of the Enemies of God, faith, Tas they bad de- 


* See Pridcaux. P.I. L. VI. 
ft Pfalm Ixxiv. 8, 
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ftroyed the Synagogues of the Lord in the Land; 
which the Original renders the Hou/fes or Affemblies 
of God. But befides that it can hardly be imagr’d 
that Mo/es, who is fo exact in defcribing the Places, 
Parts and Manner of the Worfhip of God, would. 
have omitted fuch a material Circumftance as the 
Building and Founding Synagogues: It may be re- 
lied, 1ft, That thefe Buildings were Lodgings, 
Vettries and Apartments, which we read were near 
the Temple for the Conveniency of the Priefts that 
were in waiting, and officiated there. But, 2dly, 
the moft reafonable and probable Account of the 
Matter feems to be this, that this Pfalm, as well as 
fome others, and particularly the 137th, was not 
written by David, but by fome pious Perfon during 
the Captivity, who in fo moving a Manner defcrib’d 
the Miferies and Calamities of his Country. But 
what is more extraordinary in relation to the Jews 
is, that they who had fo very feverely fmarted for 
their Idolatry before, fuffer’d in fome Meafure as 
great Misfortunes and Calamities afterwards for the 
Horror and Averfion which they had conceived 
againft it; I mean in Popifo Nations, where Provi- 
dence had caft them, and where they could not con- 
form to the Religion of thofe Countries without the 
Violation of one of their chiefeft Commandments, 
and being guilty of the moft fhameful and fcanda- 
Jous Idolatry ; which, by the Way, I beg Leave to 
obferve, will always be a ftrong Bar to the Conver- 
fion of the Fews, and alfo of the Mahometans, who, 
like thofe, have an utter Averfion to Idols and Ima- 
ges in the Service of God.* Thefe Perfecutions of 
the 


* Nothing is more ufual than to hear common People call 
Images Mammets, and Idolatry Mammetry, tho’ both are ftrily 
forbidden by the Law of Mahomet. Thus the Clergy of the 
Church of Eng/and, to render them odious, are charg’d with fa- 
vouring and inclining to the Church of Rome, though every one 
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the modern Fews, I faid, were in fome Meafure 

occafioned by their utter Averfion to Idolatry, becaufe 

other Reafons may alfo be affigned for them: ft, 

The infatiable Avarice of fome Princes, who grafp- 

ed after their Wealth 5 2dly, The cruel and furious 

Zeal of Popifh Priefts, that thirfted after their Blood, 

Of the firft of thefe we cannot want Inftances in the 

Hiftory of our own Nation: Thus, when Henry 

the Third, by his Tyranny and Oppreffions of his 
People, and by his repeated Breach of Faith to his 
Barons, had brought himfelf to fuch Neceffity and 
Diftrefs that he was forc’d to fell his Plate and 
Royal Furniture, to break up Houfekeeping, and 
to go with his Wife and Children from one Abbey 
and Religious Houfe to another, to beg a Dinner 
and a Meal’s Meat for himfelf and his Family ;* to 
make himfelf eafy, and to repair his fhatter’d Af- 
fairs, he fell very heavily upon the Fews, four 
times moft cruelly pillaged and plunder’d them, and 
put them to the fad Choice and Dilemma of fur- 
nifhing him with 20,000 Marks or remaining in 
Prifon for their Lives. In his 35th Year t+ he ex- 
acted ineftimable Sums from them ; namely, of one 
Aaron, born at York, 14,000 Marks for himfelf, 
and 10,000 for the Queen; and before that Time 
he had taken from the fame Few as much as amount- 
ed to 30,000 Marks of Silver, and 2000 Marks of 
Gold for the Queen; and not content with thefe 
Oppreffions, when he had got all he could out of 
them, he Jett and farmed them out like Slaves and 
Beafts to his Brother Richard, the Duke of Corn- 
wall, (who was not a better, or more compaffionate 


knows that no People have a greater Averfion to it. This is 
what has been confeffed by the great Se/den himfelf, of whom ‘tis 
well known that his Fault was not the being over kind and fa- 
vourable to the Clergy of our Church. 

* See Matthew Paris and Sir Robert Cottan, 

f Stoaw's Survey of London. B. 3. 
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Man than himfelf, to fleece them to the Quick, 
and to compleat their Ruin; and when the poor 
People, to avoid fuch barbarous and cruel Ufage, 
beg’d hard of him to banifh them out of the Land, 
he thought this fo comfortable a Fund to fupply his 
Neceffities, that he refufed to give them Leave to 
depart, and forced them to ftay whether they would 
or no. In which he followed the Example of his 
Father King Fon, a worthlefs, cruel and unrelenting 
Prince. Who can behold, without being fhock’d, 
a King fitting like an Executioner over his Subjects, 
commanding their Eyes to be pull’d out to make 
them difcover and give up that which was as dear 
to them as their Eyes, their Wealth and Treafure, 
ordering feven * Teeth to be pull’d out of a Few’s 
Mouth, and forcing him to redeem the reft at the 
Price of 10,000 Marks of Silver ; and about the 
fame Time he defpoil’d the reft of the Jews of 
66,000/. more. Andeven Edward the Firft, who 
otherwife was none of the worft of Princes, not 
cruel in his Nature, nor avaricious in his Temper, 
finding, at his Coming to the Throne, his Finances 
very low, and his Treafury empty, and having to 
deal with many Enemies both at Home and Abroad, 
was oblig’d to have recourfe to the fame Expedient, 
and fqueez’d 12,000 Pounds of Silver at one Time 
from the Fews: And tho’, afham’d of thefe Extor- 
tions and Oppreffions, he banifh’d them the Realm, 


* Eut how could it be expeéted he fhould fhew any Favour to 
tho’e of another Religion, when he was fo cruel and barbarous to 
thofe of his own Faith? Thus when the Abbots and Monks of 
the Order of Ci/feaux came in a Body to beg his Pardon and to 
make their Submiffion to him, he ina Fury fpurrd his Horfe 
among them, crufh’d them to picces, and trampl’d them to death. 
And when Feffery, the Archdeacon of Noravich, had faid fome- 
thing to diicblige him, he order’d him to be caft into Prifon, and 
there to be loaded with fo heavy a Cope of Lead, that by the 
Weight of it, avd the Want of Victuals, he miferab'y perifh’d 
in the Goal. | | Ys 
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yet he feiz’d all their Treafure and Effeéts, and left 
them but juft enough to bear their Charges, and to 
convey them out of the Land. And this Refource 
of the Jews fome Princes look’d upon as fo rich a 
Mine, and fo profitable a Recruit in their Wants, 
that they were unwilling. to part with fuch a com- 
fortable Fund. Thus Henry the Third, as { have 
juft now obferved, refufed, tho’ they begd hard tor 
it, to give them Leave to depart out of the Land. 
Nay, fome Princes 1 /taly and France had made a 
Law for that very Purpofe ; a Law which, if it did 
not flatly forbid, at leaft laid a great Bar againft the 
Converfion of that People: Which was this, that 
every Fewifo Convert, upon his embracing of Chri- 
ftianity, fhould forteit all his Goods and Chattels, 
and all that he was worth in the World, to the State, 
The learned Antiquary, Father Mubillon, who 
makes mention of this extraordinary Law, and faith 
it was abolifhed by Charles the Sixth in France, is 
ata Lofs to account for the Equity and Reafonable- 
nefs of it, but affigns thefe two Reafons for it: And 
ift, he faith it was to make a Trial of the Sincerity 
of thofe new Converts, it being but too common 
for many of them to diffemble on that Occafion ; to 
pretend outwardly to embrace Chrifiamty, and at 
the fame time to retain their old Faith and Religion 
in their Hearts; 2dly, That a3 it was fuppofed the 
Eftates of the ews were raifed by downright Ufury 
and Extortion, the Purity of the Chrifiaz Religion 
required a full Satisfaction and Reftitution trom 
them, which could not paffibly be done without the 
Forfeiture of their Goods, and the Confifcation of 
their Eftates. Be it as it will, it was certainly but 
a forry Argument, and a very unlikely Way to open 
the Eyes of the Yews, and to promote their Conver- 
fion. Much more juft and reafonable, much move 
likely to prevail was the reverfe Order and Regula- 
tion made by a Council of Zo/edo, in the fifta Cen- 

B 4 tury 
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tury, Zhat the Jews, upon their Converfion, fhould 
be excusd from the Tribute and Taxes which they be- 
fore usd to pay to the State The fame ill Ufage 
they met with from their Princes they were fure to 
find from thofe Governors of Provinces under whom 
they lived, which brings to my Mind a pleafant 
Paffage of Marfhal La Zorte, Intendant of Lorrain, 
who, when he came to take Poffeffion of his Go- 
vernment, and the Zews waited upon him with a 
handfome Prefent, to befpeak his Favour and to beg 
his Protection, putting on an Air of Sanctity, and 
pretending Confcience, declar’d he fcorn’d to receive 
any thing from thofe Wretches, whofe Anceftors had 
put their God to death. But when they, finding 
where the Shoe pinch’d, and which Way the Wind 
blew, the Week after brought him about four times 
the Sum, he readily took their Money, faying, 
That he had confider’d of it fince, and was fatisfied 
that what their Fathers did was meerly thro’ Igno- 
vance, and that they did not know what they did 
when they crucified the Lord and Saviour of the 
World. Thefe, if they were not the Words, were, 
TI dare fay, the Sentiments of almoft all the Princes 
that worried and perfecuted the Hews. 

The otherReafon I affign’d of the Miferies and Cala- 
mities of the modern ¥ews, was the furious Zeal of the 
P opifh Priefts, who thirfted after theirBlood ; who, like 
St. ?aul, breathing out Threatnings and Slaughter, 
thought to do God Service, and to advance his 
Glory by the Deftruétion of that People. Who can, 
wxhout the utmoft Indignation, hear a venerable + 


* The 16th Council of Toledo. Can. I. 

+ Cardinal Xiznenes, Archbifhop of Toledo, who for above 20 
Years was Prime Minifter of Spain; and who, had he kept his 
Hands as free from Blood as he did from Corruption and Bribes, 
wou'd have been as good and great a Man as any Age and 
Country hath produced. ; 


Prelate 
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Prelate and Archbifhop brag that he had banifh’d 
or deftroy’d above 20,000 Fews in Portugal and 
Spain, and in one Year condemn’d 2000 of them 
to the Flames? ?T was this Zeal that fet thofe Delu- 
ges of Blood a running, that kindled thofe cruel 
Fires in fevera] Parts of this Nation, and procur’d. 
thofe Butcheries and Mafiacres at London, Norwich, 
Lincoln, and at York, under the Reign of Richard 
the Firft, a good-natur’d Prince, who detefted thofe 
Cruelties, and feverely punifhed thofe that were 
guilty of them. Whocan, without Horror, fee a 
Prieft, a Minifter of Chriff, agitated with a mad 
and furious Zeal, with a Spear in his Hand, march 
at the Head of an enrag’d Multitude, which he had 
work’d up and inflam’d by his Word and Example, 
lay clofe Siege to the Caftle of York, to which the 
Fews were fled for Refuge, and beginning all the 
Attacks, fixing himfelf the Machines, and with his 
own Hands direéting the battering Rams, call upon 
the People with a loud Voice to deftroy all the Ene- 
mies of Chrift;* and force the poor People, to 
avoid greater Severities and falling into the Hands 
of thofe Men whofe tender Mercies are cruel, to 
difpatch their Wives and Children, then fet the Caftle 
on Fire and miferably perifh in the Flames? + And 
all this, in the Name of God. For what? For what 
all this Rage and Cruelty againft the ews ? Why, 
for a Crime committed by their Anceftors about 
1200 Years before, a Crime which the Word of 
God declar’d was done thro’ Ignorance ; a Crime 
which Chrift himfelf, who was moft concern’d to 


* But this cruel Prieft had not the Pleafure to fee that fad Trae 
gedy ; for coming too near the Caftle, as he was fixing his En- 
gine, a large Stone ftarting out of the Wall, fell upon his Head, 
dafh’d out his Brains, and paid him the juft Reward of his fierce 
and furious Zeal. 


 T See William of Newbury, and Walter de Hemingfard. 
| refent 











1o)§6©6—-s The Worxs of the LEARNED. Art. 1, 


refent and revenge, not only forgave them, but 
with his laft dying Breath interceded for their Par- 
don with his heavenly Father. And for this, to fa- 
tisfy their cruel Defigns, the Priefts are now always 
teazing and foliciting their Princes, whifpering and 
buzzing into their Ears, that the Deftruétion of the 
Fews was the greateft Service they could de to Re- 
ligion, the readieft Way to qualify themfelves for 
(sod’s Favour and Protection in this World, and to 
fecure themfelves eternal Happinefs in the next. Of 
this we meet with a very famous Inftance in the 
Life of the Emperor Heraclius: He had granted 
his Favour and Proteétion to the Jews of Paleftines 
but the Priefts of Alexandria, having tried all the 
Means they could to make him change his Mind 
and recall his Protection, at laft pitch’d upon an Ar- 
gument which they thought he could not poffibly 
refift; which was this, they promifed him that if 
he would deftroy and murther all the Zews they and 
their Pofterity would faft for a whole Week every 
Year, to the End of the World, for the Good of 
his Soul; (a Faft, which, ’tis faid, they obferve 
moft pioufly and religioufly to this Day) upon which 
that bigotted, fuperftitious Prince yielded to their 
crue] Requeft, withdrew his Prote€tion and fent his 
Soldiers to Paleffinve, who cut off every Few they 
could find in that Country. An excellent Way, to 
be fure, to convey his Soul to Heaven, or at leaft to 
foften and alleviate the Pain that he might feel in 
Purgatory. For this they never wanted Pretences, 
but were ever ready to invent fome falfe and mali- 
cious Stories to make the Jews odious, to fet them 
out in the moit frightful Colours, to expofe them to 
the Refentment of Princes, and to the Rage and 
Fury of the People. Sometimes they gave out that 
they had crucified a Chriflian out of Infule to our 
Saviour ; fometimes that they had murder’d Children 

and 
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and drank their * Blood reeking warm from their 
tender Bodies ; and laftly, that they obliged thofe 
Chrifiian Nurfes, that gave Suck to their Children, 
to milk + themfelves into a Privy three Days after 
Eafter-Day, for fear the Blood of the Body of 
Chrift, which the Chriffians at that time did con- 
ftantly receive, fhould, by Incorporation, be tranf- 
fufed into their Children: A Charge which none 
but the moft bigotted Papift and Tranfubfantiatift 
could ever have thought of. And then they put 
them to the Rack to make them confefs all. —— An 
excellentWay, to be fure, to draw the Truth from a 
poor fuffering Wretch.—— I call thefe falle and ma- 
licious Stories, becaufe in thofe Places where that fu- 
rious perfecuting Spirit has ceas’d, I mean in thofe 
Countries where the Reformation has oe and 
to which the Fews, like thofe Birds of Pafflage who 
remove from a colder to a warmer Climate, re- 
forted for Favour and Protection: In thofe Places, 
I fay, none of thefe invidious Stories are heard of, 
none of thefe odious Facts have been charg’d or 
prov’d upon them; but in all Appearance they 
have behaved like faithful and obedient Subjects. 
And indeed, confidering the Condition and Situation 


* Grotius fancies, that the Reafon of the Fews drinking the 
Blood of Children was that it was good for the Leprofy, which 
they were fubject to. I have read that human Blood is a Remedy 
againft Epilepties ard the Falling Sickrels. Humarum Sancuinem 
Comitiali Morbo mederi Fama eft. Hifi. Auguft. Script. But that 
it fhould be a Remedy againit Leproiy or the [tch is what I never 
heard of, and I believe none of the Gentlemen of the Faculty 
will fay. Befides, I can never believe that Mlo/e:, who fo exaétly 
defcribes the Nature, Symptoms and Malignity of that Difeafe, 
and the Cleanfings after it, would have omitted, if he had knowa 
it, fuch a remarkable Cure of it, had it only been feverely to 
forbid fo cruel a Remedy, and to prevent the Murder of fo many 


innocent and harmlefs Babes, which by the Spirit of Prophecy 


he could not but have forefeen ; fo | believe it was only a Calumny 
caft upon them by their Enemies. 
fF see Mr. Toues’s Anglia Judaica. p. 104, 
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they are in, they can hardly prove otherwife, It 
was the Obfervation of Xenophon, one of the moft 
juticious Writers among the Ancients, that the Rea- 
fon why the Ealftern Princes chofe Eunuchs to guard 
and attend their Perfons was, that they, not having 
any Families to raife, no Wives or Children to 
maintain and provide for, could love no-body 
berter than their Mafters, and of courfe muft be 
moft affeétionate and faithful to them. This is, in 
fome Meafure, in a political View, the prefent State 
and Situation of thofe People. As they have no 
State, politick Body, nor Government * of their 
own to favour and fupport, they muft be faithful 
and obedient to thofe States whofe Favour and Pro- 
te€lion they enjoy ; and accordingly we never fee 
them take Part in any State Faétions, never engage 
in any Plots or Confpiracies, nor ever difturb the 
Government under which they live. One Thing 
we may be fure of, they will never favour nor offer 
to bring in the worft Enemies this Nation ever had 5 
I mean thofe of the Church of Rome; from whom 
they muft never expect any Favour without conform- 
ing to their Religion, being like them guilty of 
downright Idolatry, and thereby incurring the An- 
ger and Difpleafure of God.t Nay, there has been 


* I know this prefent State and Condition of the Fews hath 
been thought by the Generality of our Divines to be the Effet of 
God’s Judgment, and a Sign of his Anger {till hovering over that 
People. ‘This, as the Jtalians fay, may be buono per la Predica, 
may do well enough ina Declamation or a Sermon, but can they 
be fure that it is a Sign of God’s Auger, and not rather the Effeét 
of his Mercy, who thus continues them a diltin&t Body, in order 
to their Converfion and final Reftoration; which, in above an 
hundred Places, are foretold and promifed by the Prophets: And 
this, if I miftake not, has been the Opinion of fome learned and 
orthodox D.vines. 

* Limborch, in his friendly Conference with a Fewi/h Rabbi, 
faith, that the Fews, at this Day, acknowledge, that the Com- 
piiances of feveial of their Nation with the Idolatries praétifed ip 
Popifo Countries, where the Inquilition is fet up, is one of their 
national Sins. | | 
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a time when they have been ufeful and ferviceable 

to the State. Some of us, I believe, may remem- 

ber that in a late Reign, when the Prince, by Party- 

Difputes and Factions in Parliament, was cramp’d 

in all his Meafures, for want of Subfidies was unable 

to carry on a very neceffary War, and fome of the 

beft Troops in the World were ready to ftarve and 

difband for want of Pay, fome wealthy Jews, by 
. proper Advances and feafonable Supplies, fet the 
4 clog’d Wheels a going, propt up the finking Caufe, 
| made the Army fubfift, and hinder’d a fiercer Ene- 
my than Hannibal from coming to our Gates. There 
is however one Part of their Conduét which deferves 
to be commended and imitated by Chriffians ; 1 
mean their great Charity, the Care they always take 
to maintain and provide for their Poor, befides the 
Rates and Levies which they pay for the Relief and 
Support of our own, But to conclude, I would 
not be thought, by any thing I have faid, to plead 
for any Favours and Privileges in Behalf of the 
Fews, but only that none of thofe Hardfhips and 
Severities which have been lately talk’d of may be 
t. laid upon them, that they may be fuffer’d to poffefs 
their own Goods and Properties in Peace, may be 
indulg’d in the Liberty of Confcience and the tree 
Exercife of their * Religion, and enjoy all other 
Rights 





al 
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(7 * In the roth Year of Edvard 1. Archbifhop Peckham wrote 
A to the Bifhop of London, who had put down al! the Synagogues 
oa of the Fews, and affur’d him that, without any Scrupie, he 
might allow them one Synagogue, for that the Canons of the 
% Church were not againft it ; from whence {faith a learned Writer) f 
one may obferve the Peevifhnefs and Uncharitablencfs of thofe 
Chriftians, who are againft allowing them any Synagogues at all. 
Tis certain, that Conffantine the Great, and fome of the bef 
z Chriftian Emperors, allowed an Indu!gence ard Toleration to 

the ews, which they refus’d to grant to the Hereticks o% their 
4 Time, as looking upon them to bethe more dangercus Enemies of 
Pe the 


I Mr. Tovey’s Anglia Judaica. f. 307, 








| $ 


: x eeyes eur * a 
ool 
: ong RR a 
To yO ae 


14 The Worxsofthe LEARNED. Artt. 


Rights and Privileges of Subjects as long as they 
continue faithful and obedient to the State ; and that 
no violent and cruel Means may be employ’d to 
compel them to come in, It was an excellent Ad- 
vice and Direétion which Gregory the Great, one of 
the beft Biffiops that ever fat upon the Roman 
Chair, gave to the Bifhops of his Province in rela- 
tion to the Fews, that no Violence and Compulfion 
fhould be ufed to bring them over to the Chriftian 
Faith, which ought ever to be perfuaded, but ne- 
ver to be forced ; that they ought to be work’d up- 
on merely by Mildnefs and Sweetnefs, and by the 
Force and Energy of Truth; that if they were 
treated otherwife they would foon return to their old 
Faith again like the Sow to her wallowing in the 
Mire, and renounce that Religion which they had 
been forced to embrace ; which would be a greater 
Wrong and Prejudice to them, and reflect a greater 
Scandal and Difhonour upon Chriffianity than if they 
had {till continued in their former Error and Igno- 
rance. Once more, as | am an utter Enemy to 
all Manner of Perfecution, I would have none of 
thofe violent and cruel] Means employ’d to bring 
the Fews over to the Chriffian Faith, which are fo 
dire&ly repugnant to the Spirit of Chriffianity, and 
never made a true and fincere Convert fince the 
World began. That no other Methods may be 
ufed but fuch as are moft likely to prevail upon 
them, the Ways of Mecknefs and Gentlenefs, fair 
Arguments, which the Chr:fiax Religin, thank 
God, can never want, friendly Conference, kind 
Admonition, and charitable Behaviour towards them ; 


the two. How far this D Rinction was right, I will not here pre- 
tend to examine and judge: But [hope it may be faid, without 
Offence, that they beirer de erve Favor acd Indulgence, than 
that Swarm of Athe'fh, Mois and intdel-, . hich, like the 
Egyptian Locuits, over >icau the Land, and now fo muci: increafe 
and prevail among’ .:. 
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and above all, fervent Prayers and Supplications to 
God, as our Church in her excellent Liturgy directs, 
that he who has made all Men, and hateth nothing 
that he has made, nor defires the Death of a Sinner, 
but that rather he fhould be converted and live, 
would have Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels 
and Hereticks, take from them all Ignorance, 
Hardnefs of Heart, and Contempt of his Word, 
and fetch them home in due time to his Flock, 
that they may be fay’d among the Remnant of the 
true J/raelites, and be made one Flock under one 
Shepherd, Fe/us Ghrit our Lord. 





ARTICLE 





Be baw oe ; 
a es ee 








16 The Worxsof the LZAKNED. Art: 2. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Travels and Adventures of Edward Brown, 
Efq; formerly a Merchant in London. Gon- 
taining his Obfervdtions on France and 
Italy, bis Voyage to the Levant, bis Account 
of the Ifle of Malta, bis Remarks in bis 
Ffourneys through the Lower and Upper 
Egypt ; together with a brief Defcription 
of the Abyffinian Empire: Interfpersd 
throughout with feveral curious Hiftorical 
Paffages relating to our own as well as fo- 
reign Nations ; as alfo with critical Difqut- 
fitions as to the prefent State of the Sciences 
in Egypt, particularly Phyfick and Che- 
miftry. Printed for C. Hitch, at the Red- 
Lyon zm Pater-nofter-Row; W. Hinchliffe, 
at Dryden’s-Head under the Piazza of the 
Royal-Exchange ; and S. Auften, at the 
Angel and Bible iz St. Paul’s Church-yard. 
1739. Odfavo, Pages 434, befides a Preface, 
Index, &c. | 


T HE foregoing Title-Page is a compendious 
Account of this Book. The Writer feems 
to have been a Perfon of confiderable Knowledge, 
and Acquaintance with the World ; and he has not 
only entertained us witha Series of Adventures, 
enlivened by a great Variety of odd and affecting 
Incidents, together with many curious Pieces of 
Hiftory and Geography, but has intermixed fuch a 
Diverfity of moral Reflections, and infinuated fo 
many valuable Maxims for the Regulation of our 
Conduct in different Scenes of Life, that I look 
upon thefe Memoirs not merely asa diverting, but 
a very ufeful Performance, As 
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As tothe Author, the Reader will find the firft 


Scenes of his Life very accurately defcribed by his 


own Pen; and the Editor (in his Preface) has given 


us a very brief and general View of the Sequel of it. 
With reference to the Work, he there fays, 


wh 
6 


o 


an 


a“ 
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The Merit of it will fpeak for itfelf. It is full 
of very amufing Relations, curious Relfearches 
into Hiftory, both publick and private, and 
abounds with Ditcoveries in thofe Places where 
they are leaft expected.——As to the Language, 
it is very natural and intelligible, tho’ altogether 
artlefs and unaffected.~—— The feveral Paffages 
thereof, relating to Englifh Affairs, may not only 
be depended on as Facts, but with reference to 
their Circumftances alfo, may be fafely regarded 
as impartial Narrations, falling from the Pen of 
a Man entirely void of Party. All the con- 
cife Memoirs of Perfons of Diftinétion, which 
are inferted therein, are penn’d with much Im- 
partiality, and exhibit nothing to the Reader but 
what tends to his Information and Inftruction. 
They are not indeed very regular, but they are 
pleafant and natural; they come in pertinently, 
are told with Spirit, and are generally concluded 
with ufeful RefleCtions. —-The Defcriptions Mr. 
Brown has given us of France, Italy, Malta, 
Egypt, €fc. are fuch as fhew that the Genius and 
Difpofition of the People made as ftrong an Im- 
preffion upon him as the natural or artificial Won- 
ders of their refpeétive Countries.--- Such Pieces of 
Natural Hiftory as are here and there interfperfed, 
occur very properly, and are pen’d with great Cir- 
cum fpection: Our Author always affecting the mid- 
dleTrack, and being alike afraid of deviating into 
Credulity on the one Hand, or into a fupercili- 
ous Infidelity on the other. The Paffages rela- 
ting to Chemiftry, or rather to —- de- 
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«¢ ferve particular Notice, and are a fpecial Re- 
*¢ commendation of thefe Memoirs.” 

I can add nothing to the foregoing Character 
and Account, for improving the Reader’s Idea of this 
Work, but an Extraét or two from different Parts 
of it. The firft fhall be that odd Story the Author 
relates of Don Sebaffian, King of Portugal; which 
was communicated to him, as he tells us, by Mr. 
De St. Dennis, a Gentleman with whom he fo- 
journed fome time in France. 

‘© Sebaftian, King of Portugal, was born in the 
Year 1554, fometime after the Demife of his 
Father, Brother to the reigning King ; and was . 
carefully educated by his Mother, who was 
Daughter to the famous Emperor Charles V., In 
1557 he fucceeded his Uncle Jobs III. In 
1574 he conceived a Defign of making War on the 
Moors, and having made mighty Preparations for 
putting his Defign in Execution, on the gth of 
Fuly, 1578, he landed at Zangier with a great 
Army ; on the 4th of Auguft, the fame Year, he 
fought the unfortunate Battle of /cacar, in which 
the Moors were victorious ; tho’ they loft their 
King, who died of a Fever, of which he had 
been long fick, in his Litter. 
«© After the Battle, the Portugueze miffing their 
King, fent to thofe who were taken Prifoners, 
who thereupon fought carefully for his Body, 
which, as many fuppofed, was found. It had 
feveral large Wounds, and by reafon of the ex- 
«< ceffive Heat of the Climate, was already in a 
State of Corruption. However, it was laid in a 
Tent, and the Nobility went to fee it, but re- 
ceived no kind of Satisfaétion that it was the Bo- 
dy of their King; on the contrary, it was gene- 
rally thought that it was not. - Notwithftanding 
which, King Philip of Spain having demanded 
it, and, as fome report, having given a vaft 
«s Sum 
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Sum for it; at length it was fent him, and he 
caufed it to be interr’d with all Royal Honours at 
Bethlebem, which ftands a Mile from Lifoon, and 
is the ufual Burying-Place of the Portugueze 
Kings. 

‘s *Tis certain, that the Portugueze Nation in ge. 
neral did never credit the Story of his Death; 
but were fo firmly perfuaded he was alive, that 
they readily countenanced two Impoftors, who 
were hardy enough to affume his Name. The 
firft of thefe was the Son of a Tile-maker, who 
was put upon it by a Prieft, who gave himfelf 
out to be the Bifhop of Garda; and who took a 
Note of their Names who beftowed their Bene- 
factions upon his Di/ciple, in order to their being 
repaid when he fhould be reftor’d. They were 
quickly apprehended, the Prieft hang’d, and the 
pretended King fent to the Gallies. This hap- 
pen’d in the Year 1585. 

‘© The very fame Year Matthew Alvarez, a Na- 
tive of the Ifland of Zercera, and the Son of a 
Stone-cutter, was perfuaded to give himfelf our 
for King Sebaffian. This Man wasa Hermit, 
and lived in Solitude a harmlefs, inoffenfive Life. 
Many of whom he beg’d believ’d they faw in 
his Countenance the Features of Don Sedaftian ; 
they told him fo, but he very honeftly anfwer’d, 
that he was no King, but a poor Hermit. By 
Degrees, however, Ambition got the better both 
of his Reafon and of his Virtue; he no longer 
an{fwer’d as he was wont, but on the contrary 
gave all who interrogated him Caufe to apprehend 


* that he was really the King. By Degrees he per- 


mitted them to pay him Royal Honours, fuffered 
his Hand to be kiffed, and dined in publick ; 
nay he went fo far at Jaft, as to write to the Car- 
dinal Archduke Albert, commanding him to 
quit his Palace, for that he intended to refume 
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the Government. Upon this a Body of Troops 
was fent againft him and his Adherents, by whom 
they were routed, and himfelf taken Prifoner. 
His Death quickly followed, accompanied with 
extraordinary Marks of Severity: He had his 
Right-hand cut off, after which he was ftrangled, 
and his Body quarter’d. By this Means, the 
Spaxifh Government reckoned a Stop would be 
put to the Hopes of Pretenders, and to the cre- 
dulous Folly of the Portugueze. 
«© Inthe Year 1598 ; notwithftanding thefe Se- 
verities, there went a Report that the true Don 
Sebaftian had been feen in /taly. Upon this one 
Manuel Antonez, who had ferved the Cardinal 
Henry, who fucceeded Don Sebaffian, declared 
publickly in Portugal, that Sebaftian was not 
killed at the Battle of A/cacar, but that himfelf 
returned with him into Portugal; and that the 
King put himfelf into a religious Houfe in //- 
garve, there to do Penance for his Temerity: In 
Vindication of which Account, he produced an 
Aé drawn up in Form, under the Hand and 
Seal of the Father, Guardian of that religious 
Houfe. This Affair making a great Noife, Ma- 
nuel Antonez was directed to apply himfelf to the 
Court of Spain; which Order he obey’d, and 
having produced his Paper to King Philip, was 
feized, committed to Prifon, and never heard of 
more. 
‘© This new Sebafian appeared firft at Padua, 
where many pitied and relieved him. This ma- 
king fome Noife in the World, Direétions were 
fent to Padua from Venice,.to oblige the Perfon 
who called himfelf King of Portugal, to retire 
from thence in three Days, and in the Space of a 
Week, to quit the Dominions of Venice. He 
was fick when the Order was notified to him, 
but as foon as he recover’d he went to Venice, in 
‘© order 
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order to give an Account of himfelf to the 
Seignory. The Embaffador of Spain inftantly 
apply’d himfelf to that Senate, demanding that 
this Impoftor fhould be apprehended, and charg- 
ing him with many enormous Crimes. He was 
accordingly, inthe Month of November, thrown 
into a Dungeon, and Commiffioners appointed to 
hear what the Spanifh Embaffador could prove 
againft him, which came at laft to nothing at all. 
‘© He was eight and twenty times examined: At 
firft he anfwer’d readily all the Queftions that were 
afk’d him concerning the Embaffies fent to him 
while he was King of Portzga/, the Meafures he 
had taken, the Letters he had written, and the 
Minifters he had made ufe of. But at laft he re- 
fufed to anfwer any more Queftions, addreffing 
himfelf to his Judges in thefe Words: My Lords, 
I am Sebaftian, King of Portugal ; / defire you 
will fuffer me tobe seen by my Subjefts ; many of 
them bave known, and muft remember me; many 
of them have known and converfed with me. If 
any Proof can be offer’d, that [ am an Impoftor, 
Lam content to die; but would you put me to death 
merely for having preferr’d you to the reft of the 
European Powers, in feeking Refuge in your De- 
minions ° 
‘© Doctor Sampajo, and other Portugueze, then 
refiding in Venice, folicited vehemently his be- 
ing fet at liberty ; the Commiffioners inform’d 
them, that without a Certificate of indubitable 
Authenticity, as to the Marks by which Don Se- 
baftian might be known, they could not fet this 
Perfon at liberty ; becaufe they knew their Ha- 
tred to the Caffalians to be fuch, that if Need 
were, they would acknowledge a Negroe to be 
Don: Sebafian. Dr. Sampajo, upon this, went 
privately to Lifoon; from whence he return’d, 
agd brought with him to Venice a Canon, and 
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an Inftrument fign’d by an Apoftolick Notary, 
containing an exact Account of the Marks on 
Don Sebaftian’s Body ; whereupon he renewed 
his Requeft, which the Seignory evaded, alledg~ 
ing, they could not enter into fuch an Enquiry at 
the Requeft of a private Perfon, but that they 
were ready to do it if any of the Potentates of 
Europe interefted themfelves therein. The Por- 
tugueze, upon this, applied themfelves to foreign 
Courts with unwearied Diligence. 
“¢ At laft, on the sith of December the fame 
Year, Don Chriffopzer the Younger, Son of Don 
Antonio, once King of Portugal, attended by 
Sebaftian Figuera, arrived at Venice, with Letters 
from the States-General and Prince Maurice. 
Upon this a Day of Audience was appointed ; 
on which the Perfon calling himfelf Sebaftian 
was feated on the Right-hand of the Prince, 
and permitted to deliver his Pretenfions in Wri- 
ting to the Duke and two Hundred Senators, who 
when they fpoke to him gave him the Title of 
Iluftrifimo. This was on the Tue/day; on Wed- 
ne(day, Thurfday and. Friday the Council was 
continued. At Ten in the Evening of the laft 
mentioned Day, they made their Report to the 
Senate, who immediately fummoned Don Sebz/ti- 
an before them, to whom they gave the fame In- 
junction that he had before received at Padua: 
While this Order, which was in Writing, was 
read, the Senators continued ftanding, while he 
who called himfelf Sebaftian fate, and remained 
cover’d, 
‘© When he came out, he would not fufier any 
to accompany him to the Houfe where he had 
firft lodged, where he found Rodcrigo Marquez 
and Sebaftian Figuera, who at the firft Sight of 
him were extremely furprifed: They faid he 
was much changed, but that they were pofitive 
, «6 he 
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he was the King, of which they advifed his Coufin 
Don Chriffopber, who thereupon order’d he 
fhould be conduéted to the Lodgings of Don 
Fobn De Caffro, which were in a mare private 
Part of the City. There he fhew’d himfelf to 
all the Portugueze, obferving to them that his 
Perfon was very remarkable, his whole Right. 
fide being bigger than his Left; he meafur’d his 
Arms, his Legs, his Thighs ; then kneeling 
down, he difcover’d that his Right-fhoulder was 
higher than his Left, by three Inches; he fhew'd 
them the Scar of his Right Eye-brow, and fuf- 
fered all who defired to feel with their Fingers, a 
remarkable Cleft in his Skull. He then fEewed 
them that he wanted a Tooth on the right Side 
of his lower Jaw, which he faid had been drawn 
by Sebaftian Nero, his Barber; all the reft of 
his Teeth being firm and ftrong. They would 
then have had him eat, but he refufed fo to do, 
becaufe it was Friday. As thofe who were about 
him came from different Countries, fome were 
habited after the Dutch, fome after the /talian, 
others after the French Fafhions; one, whofe 
Name was Francis Antonio, was in the Garb of 
a Pilgrim, with a Staff in his Hand. Sebaftian 
ftanding by the Fire, after continuing a long 
time filent, at laft faid with a Smile, Tanto trage / 
What odd Fafbions! Upon which, fome of the 
Portugneze Nobility, who had been to that time 
filent, cried out, that from the Manner of pro- 
nouncing thefe Words, they knew hint to be the 
King. The fecond Night underftanding that all 
the Paffes into the Country of the Gri/ons were 
fecured, he went over into the Zerra firma in the 
Habit of a Monk; but when he quitted Padua, 
he refumed his Cloak and Sword, took the Road 
to Florence, and was there arrefted by order of 
the Grand Duke. | 
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«© The King of Spain immediately demanded, 
that he fhould be put into his Hands; which the 
Grand Duke refufed to do, juftifying himfelf by 
the Example of the State of Venice. However, 
the Duke of Savoy preparing to invade his Do- 
minions, he caufed Sebaftian to be fent to Ordi- 
tello, and put into the Hands of the Spaniards. 
The Wits in /taly were mightily divided on this 
Accident ; fome commending the Grand Duke 
for difcouraging an Impoftor, others alledging 
that it was a dire€t Breach of Faith. He who 
call’d himfelf King of Portugal, underftood it 
in this Light: He reproached the Grand Duke’s 
Officers in the fevereft Terms; adding, when 
he was delivered to the Spaniards, that he did not 
doubt but God would punifh the Houfe of A&- 
dicis for their Perfidy towards him. 

‘© At Naples he was imprifon’d in the Caftle De 
Ovo, and as the Portugueze affirm, was lock’d 
up in a Chamber for three Days, without hav- 
ing any Suftenance given him, or fo muchas fee- 
ing the Face of any Perfon, only a Rope and a 
Knife of half a Foot long were left in a Corner 


of the Room. Sebaftian did not make ule of ei-. 


ther of thefe Remedies, but bore with Patience 


and Refignation all the Injuries and Hardfhips: 


which were putupon him. The fourth Day the 
Auditor-General, accompanied by swo Secreta- 
ries, made him a Vifit. _ The Magiftrate 
told the Prifoner in few Words, that provided he 
laid afide the chimerical Stile he had hitherto af- 
fumed, he might have Meat, Drink, a conveni- 
ent Lodging, and other Accommodations. J 
cannot do that, {aid he, J am Don Sebattian, 
King of Portugal, whofe Sins have drawn upon 
him thefe fevere Chaftifements; I am content to 
die after what Manner you pleafe; but to deny 
the Truth, that I can never do. After this he 
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<¢ was allowed Bread and Water for fome time, and 
«¢ then five Crowns a Month, and a Servant to 
* attend him. 
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‘© The Conde De Lemos, at that time Viceroy of 
Naples, being defirous to fee him, he was con- 
ducted to the Palace, where entring the Hall, 
and perceiving the Count bare-headed, which 
happen’d accidentally, on account of the Heatof — 
the Weather, he faid in a grave and majeftic 
Tone, Conde De Lemos, be cover’d. The Spec- 
tators being aftonifhed, the Count afk’d him wiih 
fome Difdain, by what Authority he bid him 
be cover’d? By an Authority, replied the Prifo- 
ner, to which my Birth entitled me. But why, 
Sir, do you pretend not to know me? I remember 
you very well; my Uncle Philip fent you teice to 
me into Portugal, where you had fuch and fuch 
private Conferences with me. The Count, touch’d 
with this Difcourfe, continued fome time filent ;, 
at laft, he faid to the Keeper who was with him, 
Take him away, he is an Impoftor. Nu, Sir, te- 
turn’d he, J am the unfortunate King of Portugal, 
and you know it well. A Man of your Quality 
ought on all Occafions either to be filent or to [peak 
the Truth. While the Conde De Lemos liv’d, 
except his Imprifonment, Seba/tian endured no 
creat Hardfhip, he was allowed to live as he 
pleafed, and was permitted to go to Chapel 
whenever he defir’d it. He fafted regularly Fri- 
days and Saturdays, and during the whole Lent 
contented himfelf with Herbs and Roots, received 
the Sacrament, and went to Confeffion con- 
{tantly. 

“© The Conde De Lemos was fucceeded in his Go- 
vernment by his Son, who treated Sebaftian with 
great Rigour. The Bifhop of Reggio was fent 
to exorcife him. (the Spanifh Miniftry, on ac- 
count of his Anfwers, affecting to believe he so 
6 ga 46 
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«a Magician.) This Prelate having performed 
“ his Office with great Solemnity, the Prifoner 
“ drew a little Crucifix out of his Bofom: Bebold, 
“ faid he, the Badge of my Profeffion, the Standard 
“of that Captain whom to the laft Drop of my 
“ Blood I foall ferve. On the firft of April, 1602, 
“ he was carried from the Caftle, mounted upon an 
“4 Afs, three Trumpets founding before him, anda 
“ Herald proclaiming thefe Words, His mofi Ca- 
“ tholick Majeffy hath commanded this Man to be 
“ led through the Streets of Naples with all the 
“ Murks of Ignominy, and then to ferve on board the 
“ Gallies for Life, for giving bimfelf out to be Don 
— © Sebaftian, King of Portugal, whereas be is a Ca- 
labrian, The Trumpets founded before and after 
“ Proclamation. When the Herald fpoke of calling 
“ himfelf King, he cried out, and fo [am when 
“ he came to the Word Calabrian, the Prifoner 
“ cried out again, that is falfe. 
“© After this, he was put on Board the Gallies, 
“« and, for a Day or two, chain’d to the Oar; but 
“« as foon as they were out of the Port, they re- 
“ ftor’d him his own Cloaths, and treated him like 
“a Gentleman, In the Month of Auguff, 1602, 
the Gallies came into Port St. Lucar, where the 
“ Duke and Dutchefs of Medina Sedonia defir’d 
“to fee the Prifoner. When they had converfed 
“ together fome Time, Sebafian afked the Duke 
“if he had ftill the Sword which he gave him ? 
“ J have, reply’d the Duke cautioufly, a Sword 
“ given me by DonSebaftian, when he went to 
“ Atrick, which I keep among other Swords pre- 
“* fented to me. Let them be brought, faid the - 
“ Prifoner, J fhall know the Sword I gave you. 
“ A Servant being fent upon this Occafion, re- 
“* turn’d prefently with a Dozen. Sebaftian hav- 
“© ing examin’d them, one by one, turn’d gravely 
to the Duke and faid, Sir, my Sword is not bere. 
“ The 


. 
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«“ The Servant being remanded to bring the reft, 
«< as foon as he came with them, Sebaftian catched 
«« one out of his Hand, crying out, this, Sir, is 
“< the Sword Igave you. When he came to be put 
“ on board the Gallies, he faid to the Dutchefs: 
“ Madam, I bave nothing to give you now, when 
“© J went to Africk I gave you a Ring, if you fend 
“for it I will tell you a Secret; the Dutchefs faid 
“ ic wastrue, the King of Portugal had given her 
“a Ring, and order’d it to be fent for; when Sea 
“ baftian {aw it, pre/s it with your Fingers, Madam, 
«“ faid he, the Fewel may then be taken out, and 
<< beneath it you will find my Cypher, which prov’d 
“tobe true. The Duke and Dutchefs thed Tears 
“ athis Departure. When he took his Leave he 
“« faid to the Dutchefs, Madam, the Negrce Slave 
“ who attends you, formerly wafbed my Linnen. 
“ Sabaftian was after this imprifoned, yet treated 
« with Lenity till he died, which happen’d at 
“ four Years End, always perfifting that he was in 
“ Truth what he gave himfelf out to be, 

It is impoffible to perufe this Story without fome 
Emotion ; and there are many others throughout the 
Courfe of the Work before me which are calculated 
to produce the like Effect, and are exceeding proper 
to gratify the Reader’s Curiofity. Of this Sort I 
may reckon thofe of the Erection of the Caftle 
and Lordfhip of J/vetot, in Normandy, into a King 
dom ; the Prefages and other remarkable Circum- 
ftances attending the Murder of Henry iV. of 
France; the Affaffination of Lord Lifle (as he has 
been commonly ftiled) at Lau/anne ; the Account 
of M. Dupre, executed at Berne for a Rape on a 
Woman whom he afterwards married; divers Par- 
ticulars concerning the unhappy Marfhal de Ancré, 
and his Wife ; the fad Cataffropbe of Lucretia 
Dondo, at Padua ; the Memoirs of the titular Duke 
of Northumberland, who lived many Years = 
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died at Florence; the Adventures of Lbrabim, a 
Spanifo Renegade, and the Fortune of his Son 
Haffan; with fome Anecdotes relating to Oliver 
Cromwell ; a Deteétion of the Practices of the Spa- 
nifo Inquifition, and the Villantes of the Jéalian 
Corfairs. If together with thefe we take into our Ac- 
count Mr. Srown’s Hiftory of his own perfonal 
Affairs and Enterprizes, as alfo his Defcriptions of 
Countries, Cities, and the various Curiofities he is 
faid to have met with; we may affirm there are 
few Pages of this Book, which have not fome- 
thing in them to engage our Attention, or create a 
Surprife : I will clofe this Article with an Extract, 
which will give the Reader an Idea of it, as it 
is the Journal of a Traveller, under which Cha- 
racter he is efpecially to confider the Author. This 
fhall be his hiftorical View of the ancient and pre. 
fent State of the famous Alexandria in Eg ypt. 
‘¢ This City, as laid out by Dinocrates, at the 
« Command of Alexander, ftretched from the Lake 
“© Mereotis to the Sea, thereby affording all ima- 
«* ginable Conveniency for correfponding with 
«* che Upper and Lower Egypt, at the fame time 
that effectual Provifion was made for eftablifhing 
2 ftrong Garrifon, and a numerous and flourith- 
ing Colony, open in refpect to Greece, from 
whence at times it cou’d receive fuccours fufficient 
not only to preferve itfelf, but to fecure the Do- 
minion of the Greeks over Egypt. As it ow’d 
it’s Foundation to one of the greateft Princes in 
the World, fo from the very Beginning it was 
adorned with the nobleft publick Buildings 
which the Greek Tafte for Architecture, then 
at it’s greateft Height, and fupported by all the 
Riches of the Eaff, coud fupply. This great 
Conqueror, fo long as he lived, continued his 
“© Care to this Child of his Policy, allotting to 
6¢ it 


vw” 


& 


wo 


“ 


« 


o 


~ 
* 


a 


o 


‘ 


a“ 


a 


vw 


w“~ 


© 





x et 
EY a en 








Ra ARR HRA A B 


re a ee en a 


“ 


xs 


ov 


nv 


o 


~ 


a 


ry 


“ 


“ 


" 


“ 


“ 


“ 


“A 


La) 


“ 


“ 


Art. 2. For JULY, 1739. 29 
it fuch Privileges, and taking fuch Pains to fur- 
nifh it with Inhabitants, that as it was built, fo 
it was peopled in fo fhort a Space, that the Ac- 
counts we have of it would be incredible, if we 
knew not that the whole was carried on by him, 
who with thirty-fix thoufand Men attempted and 
atchieved the Conqueft of the beft Part of the 
Univerfe. 

“© His Succeffor in this Part of his Dominions, 
Ptolemy Lagas, if he was not rather the Son of 
Philip, and the Brother of Alexander, made 
Alexandria his Capital, and the Care of fortifi- 
ing, adorning, and augmenting it, the grand 
Bufinefs of a long and profperous Reign. It 
was he who made it’s Port the Wonder of the 
World, and erected over a moft magnificent 
Palace, built on an artificial Ifland, that cele- 
brated Pharos of which Authors fpeak with fuch 
Rapture and Amazement. 

“© His Succeffor purfued the fame Plan, that is 
to fay, they improv’d and adorn’d Alexandria 
to the utmoft of their Power, transferring hither 
by degrees all the Greek Arts, and erecting 
that celebrated Library, which was at length 
increafed to five, fome fay to feven hundred 
thoufand Volumes, and which is affirmed to 
have perifhed by Fire, when Julius Cafar was 
in that City, tho’ neither that Prince, nor the 
Conful Hirtius, who continued his Commenta- 
ries, fay any thing of it. Cleopatra, the laft 
Greek Soveraign of Egypt, exerted her utmoft 
Force in order to excell her Predeceffors in mag- 
nificent Buildings, the Ruins of which (if they 
be truly the Ruins of her Palace which are com- 
monly call’d fo) remain to this Day. 

“ After Ezypt became a Province of Rome, - 


“© Jexandria of courfe declined from it’s former 


«¢ Grandeur, but remained ftill, as the Roman Au- 
- thors 
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thors frequently confefs,the next City to Rome, con- 
taining not lefs than three hundred thoufand free 
Ciizens, and of all Sorts of Inhabitants, a million 
at the leaft. It’s Commerce, it’s pleafant and 
conyenjent Situation, it’s being the Metropolis 
of Africa, after the Ruin of Carthage, drew to 
it fuch a Flux of Riches, and all other Uten- 
fils of Luxury; that, as Quintilian informs us, 
Delicie Alexandria, the Delights of Alexandria, 
became a Proverb. Thence forward it fhar’d the 
Fate of the Roman Empire, or rather of the 
Couftantinopalitan, of which it remain’d a Pro- 
vince, till it was over-run by the Saracens, in 
the Calipbat of Omar, when, with all the reft 
of Egypt, it fell into their Hands, and fuffered 
from thence all the Calamities a barbaroys Ene. 
my could inflict, an Enemy equally cruel to 
Buildings and to People. | 
“ In the Wars, which almoft continually yexed 
Egypt, after it fell into the Dominion of thefe 
new Matters, Alexandria fuffered not a little; 
and at length one of the Succefiors of Salgdin, 
ag the Europeans call him, inclofed a Part of 
the City with Walls, which are yet ftanding, after 
having demolifh’d every thing without them, ag 
well to prevent any Rebels from fortifying them- 
felves amongft them, as to furnifh himfelf with 
Materials for the Works carried on by his Com- 
mand. 
“* I know very well that many Travellers have 
reported, that the Walls now ftanding are thofe 
built by Alexander , but they are really what [ 
fay, as appears, not only from the Arabian Hif- 
torians, but from the Walls themfelves, which 
are plainly compofed in great Meafure of the 
Fragments of an ancient Building, and have in 
many Places Arabick Infcriptions, all of a Date 
inferior to that affign’d for their Ereétion. Under 
“¢ the 
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the Mamalukes, it is faid, that the ancient 
jexandria, or rather the magnificent Ruins of it, 
fuffered new Outrages, Thefe People, greedy 
of Money, and having ftrong Sufpicions that the 
Obelifks they faw cover’d with Hieroglyphicks, 
were erected for no other Purpofe than by their 
talifmannick Virtue, to preferve the Treafure 
buried under them, broke and threw them down 
wherever they could, and defaced all the Statues 
they met with, if they had the leaft Sufpicion 
that they were hollow. 
“ The Turks, fince they became Mafters, have 
aéted upon the fame wife Plan, and ’tis hard to 
fay whether they have been more induftrioys in 
deftroying the noble Monuments of Antiquity, 
or careleis in erecting publick Works in 
felves, 
« But to return to the City, its ancient Magni- 
ficence appeared but in part from the noble 
Structures ereéted on the Surface, fince it was 
wholly built on Vaults of ftupendous Contri- 
vance, and wonderful Beauty. As the Bufinefs 
of Navigation and Agriculture could not have 
been carried on without the many Canals above 
defcrib’d, fo their domeftick Occafions required 
Supplies of Water nearer at hand, and in Quan- 
tities proportioned to the Number of the Inha- 
bitants. Subterraneous Aqueducts furnifhed thefe ; 
nay, and furnifh them ftill, for there is not a 
Drop of Water in the modern Alexandria, but 
what is drawn from the ancient Cifterns, filled 
once a Year, by the Rifing of the Nile; towards 
which time the Water remaining in thefe Repo- 
fitories corrupting, renders the Air unwholefome, 
and the City very fickly. 
“ The old Alexandria was a Square of about a 
League, but its Suburbs ftretched very much to- 
wards the Tower of the rads on the one Side, 
“ and 
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and towards Rofetta on the other, furrounded 
on all Sides by pleafant Gardens, full of the 
moft delicious Fruits. The modern Alexandria 
is in a Manner without Walls, ftretched along 
the Sea-fide, and after gradually declining for a 
long Time, had well nigh funk into a Village 
40 Years ago; but it is fince much recover’d, 
and continues daily to increafe, Experience hav- 
ing taught the Zurks, that nothing can be more 
advantageous than this, for the augmenting their 
Revenue. | 
“ The moft remarkable Things in this new Ci- 
ty are, the Remains of thofe ancient Structures 
which are yet in a Condition of being confider’d. 
Among thefe, that which deferves firft to be 
taken notice of is, what the Chriftian Inhabi- 
tants ftile the Palace of the Father of St. Xa- 
therine, which is feated almoft in the middle of 
the Space comprehended in the prefent Walls ; 
a moft pompous Colonade of Pillars, no lefs ad- 
admirable for their Workmanfhip, than for 
their extraordinary Height and Bignefs, amufes 
the Eye of the Spectator ; it extends at prefent 
500 Feet,. but Numbers of the Pillars are en- 
tirely demolifh’d ; fome there are which retain 
half their ancient Height, and one only is left 
entire. Over-againft thefe are found the Re- 
mains of another Range of Pillars, which here- 
tofore fronted thofe before fpoken of, whence it is 
probably enough conjectured, that they included 
a Space of Ground 500 Foot in Front, and 200 
in Depth, in the Midft of which it is thought 
there was a noble Fountain: as, from many 
concurring Circumftances, inquifitive Men think 
they have Grounds to affirm, that thefe were the 
publick Baths, built by the Romans. Over- 
againft this glorious Relict of ancient Architec- 
ture, ftands one of the fineft Churches in Egypt, 
formerly 
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“< formerly dedicated to St. Athana/fius, now a Turks 
*< jf; Mofque: Of the Infide of this we know noe 
“‘ ching more than can be perceived thro’ certain 
«< Openings over the Gates, Hence we are enabled 
“© to fay, that the Roof af it is fupported by four 
Rows of Porphyry Pillars, as fair and beautiful 
as can be imagined, As to the Churches, or rae 
ther Chapels, in the Hands of the Cbriflians, they 
are very far from being confiderable ; and as to 
the Port, all that it hath either of Safety or Beauty 
it derives from its ancient Mafters, At prefent 
there is a modern Turkifb Fortification on the 
Ifland where ftood the ancient Piaros, the Franks 
call’d it Farillon: Ut is neither very ftrong nor 
very beautiful, but ferves well enoygh for the 
Purpofe to which it is yfed. 
™ Floss are two Ports, each cover’d with a Mole. 
That which is call’d the old Port is capacious as 
well as very commodious and fafe; into which 
only the Zurkify Gallies and other Veflels are 
fuffered tocome, As for the new Port, it is far 
from having any of thefe Advantages, tho’ chey 
might be procur’d to it if the Zurks would be ac 
any Expence, which is fcarce to be expected. 
“¢ ‘fo what has been faid, I fhall only add an Ac- 
count of two Remnants of Antiquity more, the 
one within, the other without the Walls of Alexan- 
dria. The Grft is the Obelifk, or, as the Franks 
call it, the Aiguilla, and our Sailors the Needle 
of Cleopatra. There is one ftanding, and ano- 
ther lying on the Ground, That which is up- 
right is without a Pedeftal, and in all Probabili- 
iy there is a great Part of it in the Earth: It is 
our-{quare, pointed at Top, each Face is coyer’d 
with Hieroglyphicks, and the Stone of which 
it is made wonderfully beautiful ; what is above 
“ ground may be 58 Feet high. The other, which 
** is almoft buried in the Sand, lies about 12 Yards 
D “ farther, 
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‘* farther, and is evidently of the fame Kind, I 
“ have feen in other Parts of Egypt, feveral of thefe 
“* Needles, and I think there isa Correfpondence be- 
tween the hieroglyphick Figures on the Faces of 
“* them all, 
“ The other Antiquity is the famous Pillar of 
Pompey, which lies about half a Mile without the 
City, towards the Lake Mereotis ; this is at once 
the fineft aud the faireft Pillar not only in Egypt 
“* but in the Univerfe. I cannot take upon me fo 
** muchas to conjecture whether there be or be not a 
Foundation for the Title given it. Whenever it 
was erected, it certainly was the Work of a very 
“ preat Architect, fince it is pleafing to the Eye of 
“ every Beholder, and no Critick that I know of 
hath prefum’d to cenfure its, Proportions, tho’ it 
“* is not reducible to any of the Orders in ufe amongft 
“us. As toits Height, two French Engineers mea- 
fured it, as each of them affirm’d, very exactly 
while I was here: The one afferted it to be 94 
“ Feet high, and the other 106, Both thefe Peo- 
“ ple could not be right. By my Admeafurement 
“ it fhould be 110 of our Feet. A Mountebank, 
“ who afcended this Pillar with marvellous Facility, 
“* found it hollow at the Top: It may be there was 
fome Image fixed thereon when it was originally 
“ fetup. The Turks, according to their old Cu- 
ftom, have been battering its Foundation in order 
** to look for Treafure, but without Succefs, One 
““ may guefs from this Monument, how far the 
“© Skill and Addrefs of the Ancients, in thofe Sorts 
“ of Things, tranfcends thofe of the Moderns, for 
“© J never heard any Body pretend, that a Work 
‘© of this Kind could be executed by any Artift 
“in Europe. As this Pillar is perfectly plain, there 
is Reafon to believe, that it was fet up to perpe- 
tuate the Memory of fome extraordinary Event, 
which makes the Learned fo dubious as to the 
“ Pro- 
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“© Propriety of the Name given it, fince, in this 
«© Senfe, it feems to correfpond well enough: In 
é other Refpects, the Pillar might be thought to 
“ fuit better with the Grecian Times.” 
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Rudiments of Ancient Hiftory, Sacred and 
Prophane, Containing the moft material 
Tranfaétions which have been recorded for 
the firft four Thoufand Years, from the 
Creation of the World, to the Birth of 
Chrift. By way of Queftion and Anfwer. 
Defign'd for the Use of Schools: -And, tho 
calculated chiefly for the Inftruétion of young 
Gentlemen and Ladtes, yet may be very 
ujfeful for all fuch Perfons as have not Abi- 
lities to purchafe or confult the Originals. 
Colleéted and digefted from the beft Authors 
extant, and reduced into a fmall Compaj/s, 
in a familiar Style, fuitable to the meaneft 
Capacities, By Edward Button. London: 
Printed for Meff. Ward and Chandler, af 
the Ship without Temple-Bar, and fold at 
their Shops in York and Scarborough ; and 
by G. Anderfon, at Gay’s-Head, between 
the two Temple-Gates, Fleet-Street, 1739. 
Duodecimo. Pages 374, befides the Preface 
and Contents. 


ROM the Perufal of this Treatife (as the 
Compiler of it tells us) any Perfon who can read 

the Bible may be fufficiently convinced of the 
D 2 Truth 
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Jruth and facred Authority of the firft infpired 
Writers ; and alfo of the Prophecies therein record- 
ed, particularly thofe which relate to the Coming of 
the bleffied Meffiah. 

II. By this, People of all Perfuafions, as well 

ews as Chriftians, may gain a tolerable Infight into 

Hiftory of the Old Teftament, and be able to 
underftand what is read to them in their feveral 
Affemblies for divine Worfhip ; and alfo to explain 
it to their Families at Home: Of which, it may 
be affirmed, half Mankind are ignorant. 

Iil. By this, the young Tyro may be enabled to 
form right Notions of the mythic Theology of the 
ancient Heathens, and to find out the true Meaning 
which is couched. under many of thofe obfcure Fa- 
bles, and poetical Fictions, which abound in the 
Claffics, 

IV. Here any unprejudiced Reader may, without 
much Trouble, be fully fatisfied, that all the Edifi- 
ces which were ereéted by the Heathens to their falfe 
Gods, were only faint Jmitations of the Tabernacle 
of Mo/es, and of the Temple of Solomon; and that 
their Altars, Sacrifices, Oracles, Veftal Fire, and 
all other their religious Rites and Ceremonies 
whatfoever, were originally taken from the primi- 
tive Manner of worfhipping the true God in thofe 
two Places, 

V. Our Author apprehends he need not inform 
thofe learned Gentlemen, who have the Care of 
others committed to their Charge, how ufeful fuch a 
Piece may prove to fuch of their Pupils as are de- 
fign’d for Univerfities, and whofe ripening Genius 
gives early Promife of their making fome Figure in 
the World. 

VI. In fhort, this Syftem, as he affirms, may be 
of ufe to all, not. only as a Guide to give them 
Light thro’ the dark Mazes of Antiquity, but as a 

Manual 
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Manual which contains the very firft Inftitutions of 
all religious and civil Policy. 

As tothe Chronology, he has, he _ endeavour'd 
to make it correct; and herein fixed upon the 
FEra of the World, as the more eafy Computation 
for: common Capacities; for whofe further Information 
he ‘has, in his Preface, explained what is meant by 
Chronology, and by moft of thofe different Ara’s 
and Epocha’s which were made ufe of in the World 
thro’ the Series of this Hiftory. 

This Volume confifts of three Books. The firft 
is divided into fix Chapters. In the firft of thefe 
our Author treats of the antideluvian World, its Si- 
tuation, the Number of its Inhabicants, their Lone 
gevity and Religion: He fettles the Chronology of 
it, points out the Crimes which were the Cautes of 
its Deftrudtion, and relates the Opinions of Heathen 
Writers concerning, that primitive Conftitution of 
this Globe. | 

In the fecond, he fpeaks of Noab and his De- 
{cendants, the Building of Babel, the Confufion of 
Languages,the Difperfion of Mankind, their original 
Settlements, the firft Kings of Babylon and Egypt, 
the Walls of Babylon, the Founding of the A/yrian 
Empire, and Abrabam’s Travels into Egypt. 

In the third, we have an Account of the Lives 
of Abraham, Ifaac and Facob; of the firft Payment 
of Tythes, of the Inftitution of Circumcifton, and 
the Introduction of Idolatry by Syphis, King of 
Egypt: We have likewife Memoirs of ob and his 
Writings, the Story of Fofeph’s being fold into 
Egypt, of the Subverfion of that Government, and 
off the Children of J/rae/’s Bondage. 

In the fourth, we have the political Settlement of 
Greece; as alfo a View of their religious Rites, 
which they received of the Egyptians: We have the 
Fable of Js: We have, befides, the Hiftory of 
the Birth of Mo/es, of his Advancement, of his 

D 3 writing 











eee - ee CO 
fk aaa - 
. a —— cum 
Ban ame Eee ft ieee . 
 »: 


38 The Works of the LEARNED. Aft. 3. 


writing the Book of Genefis, of his being made 
Captain over the Children of J/rae/, of their Exit 
out of Egypt, Sc. 

In the fifth and fixth Chapters are related the 
Journeyings of that People under the Conduct of 
Mofes ,; with many Particulars of a different Nature, 
but co-incident therewith, wherein they were con- 
cerned, Here we find fome Traces of what the 
Heathen Writers have delivered, with reference to 
Lelex, the firft King of Laconia, Cadmus, Dama- 
us, Ouranus, Saturn, Jupiter, and the golden, fil- 
ver, brazen, and iron Ages. We have, laftly, a 
compendious View of the Ereétion of the Fewi/h 
Tabernacle in the Wildernefs, of Balaam’s Tranf- 
action with Balak, of the Demife of Mo/es, of the 
fubfequent Conqueft of Canaan, the Settlement of 
the Tribes in their refpeétive Allotments of that 
Country, and of the Death of its great Conqueror 
Fofbua. 

The fecond Book is divided into thirteen Chap- 
ters: Wherein, befides the Hiftory of the Affairs 
of the J/raelites, during the Adminiftration both of 
the Judges and Kings, we have a fuccinét Account 
of the contemporary Grecian Heroes, of the Argo- 
nautick Expedition, the Trojan War, the Building 
of Solomon’s Temple, the Rife of the Eaf-Judia 
Trade, the Foundation of Rome, the Diffolution of 
the Afjrian Empire, the Deftruction of Feru/alem, 
the Demolition of Zyre, the Taking of Babylon by 
Cyrus, the Advancement of Daniel, the Subverfion 
ot the thenian State, the famous Retreat of the 
Greeks under the Conduct of Xenophon, the moft 
remarkable Battles and Victories of that People, the 
Conquefts of Alexander, the Origin of the Roman 
Grandeur, and many other remarkable Exploits 
and Events, which, for Brevity fake, I forbear to 
mention. Here, likewife, we have Defcriptions of 
the Coloffus at Rhodes, of the Temple of noes 
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Walls of Babylon, the Palace of Nebuchadnezzar, 
with the hanging Gardens, the artificial Lake and 
Canal, and other Works of that proud and vain- 
glorious Emperor. I might here alfotake Notice of 
what occurs in this Book about the Burning of Per- 
fepolis, the Murder of Darius, and the Fate of his 
Family ; of the Tranfportation of the God Serapis 
from Sinope into Egypt; of the Septuagint Verfion 
of the Scriptures; of the Invention of Arts and ufe- 
ful Things; of the Inftitution of /Era’s; of the 
immenfe Riches, magnificent Buildings, and Library 
of Ptolemy Philadelpbus. 

The third and Jaft Book of our Rudiments of 
Ancient Hiffory (containing fix Chapters) opens with 
the Acceffion of Antiochus Epiphanes to the Throne 
of Syria. Then follows his Wars with the Fewifh 
State, his Taking of Ferufalem, his plundering and 
prophaning the Temple of God in that City, his 
Invafions of Egypt, the Stop put to his Defign of 
adding that Kingdom to his Dominions by the Ro- 
man Senate, his Revenging this Difappointment 
upon the Fews, the Oppofition he met with from the 
Maccabees, with the Battles and renowned Enterprizes 
of thofe illuftrious Afferters of the Rights of their in- 
jur’d Nation. © Thefe are the Subjects of the firft 
Chapter, which ends with the Death of the Tyrant, 

The fecond Chapter continues the Wars between 
the Maccabees and the Succeflor of Aatiochus, and 
gives us alfo a Detail of thofe between Ptolemy 
Phyfcon and Ptolemy Philometer in Egypt; we {ee 
thefe laft appeafed by the Interpofition of the Aoman 
Senate. We have next the Hiftory of the Depofi- 
tion of Antiochus the Second, by Demetrius; of 
Holophernes ; of Heraclides , of Balas, the Impoftor ; 
Of Jonathan; and of Hipparchus. Within the Pe- 
riod of this Chapter falls the third Punic War; the 
Deftruction of Carthage, by Scipio, and of Corinth, 
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by Maunnias; as likewife, the Hiftory of the 
Efioluiment of the Part.ian Empire. 

The third Chapter commences with the War of 
Nunantium, we have therein. a Reprefentation of 
the Ruin of the Pergamenian Kingdom, of the Wars 
in Syria, of the Reduction of Samaria by Hyrcanus, 
of the Demolition of the Samaritan Temple, of the 
Mithridatic War and Expedition of Lucullus, of the 
Taking of Ferufalem by Pompey, aud his Defiling 
the Temple. 

The fourth, fifth and fixth Chapters are an Epi- 
tome of the Roman Story from the firft Triumvirate 
to the Death of Herod the Great ; intermix’d with 
the Few:/b, the Egyptian, and Syrian Affairs. 

I thall only add, that the Conclufion of the fourth 
Chapter is of a chronological Stamp, inftructing 
us in the Nature and Form of the Julian, the Gre- 
gorian, and Leap Year; as alfo, in the Reafon of the 
Diftinétion between the New and Old Style. 





ARTICLE Iv, 


A Courfe of Leétures in Natural Philofophy. 
By the late Richard Helfham, M.D. Pro- 
Feffor thereof, and of Phyfick, in the Univer- 
fity of Dublin. Publifhed by Bryan Robin- 
fon, M.D. London: Printed for John 
Nourfe, at the Lamb without Temple-Bar. 
1739.: Odfavo. Pages 404. Plates 11. 


meee: Difcourfes are in Number twenty- 

three. The Subjects treated of in them are, 

Attraction, Repulfion, and central Forces, the Com- 

pofition and Refolution of Motion, the Collifion of 

elaftick Bodies, the Centre of Gravity, the _ 
: an 
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and Lever, the Pulley, compound Engines, Friction, 
the Motion of Bodies down inclined Planes, the 
Motion of Proje&ts, Hydroftaticks, Pneumaticks, 
Sounds, the Motion of Sounds, Light, Colours, 
Dioptricks, Vifion, Catoptricks, 

In an Appendix our learned and diligent Author 
has demonttrated the Laws of the Collifion of non- 
elaftick and elaftick Bodies; of the Motion of a 
Globe in a fluid Medium; of the Motion of 
Wheels over Obftacles, and of the Motion of Wa- 
ter through Orifices and Pipes. He has alfo, at 
the Clofe of all, refolved a Problem relating to the 
Foci of Optick-Glafies, 

This Courfe of Experiments, according to the 
Divifion he himfelf has made of it, confifts of four 
Parts. In the firft are confidered folid Bodies and 
their Properties: In the fecond, Water and watry 
Fluids: In the third, the elaftick Fluid of Air: 
And, in the laft, the fubtil Fluid of Light, Asto 
the Manner in which Dr. He/fbam has handled thefe 
feveral Points, the worthy Editor affures us, it is 
ftrictly conformable to the genuine Method and 
Rules of philofophifing delivered by Sir //2ac New- 
ton. This, in our Author’s Opinion, was the only 
Way, whereby the Laws of Nature could be in- 
veftigated, and the Phcenomena thereof folved. 
For want of knowing it, the Ancients made fo 
little Progrefs in true Science; and to the happy 
Difcovery of it in our Age is entirely owing the vaft 
Advances we have made therein above them, in fo 
fhore a Compafs of Years, See what he has faid 
to this Purpofe at the Entrance of his firft Leffare. 
** As Natural Philofophy is a Science in its own 
‘© Nature entertaining and delightful, and withal 
** conducive in many Inftances to the Eafe and 
«* Convenience of Life, it is not to be wonder’d 
«¢ that there have been Men in all Ages who have 
** Jaid themfelyes out in the Improvement and Cul- 

‘¢ tivation 
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tivation of it, But it isa Matter of no {mall 
Surprife to think how inconfiderable a Progrefs 
the Knowledge of. Nature had made in former 
Ages, when compared with the vaft Improve- 
ments it has received from the numberlefs Difco- 
veries of later Times; infomuch, that fome of 
the Branches of Natural Philofophy, which at 
this Day is almoft compleat in all its Parts, were 
utterly unknown till the laft Century. If we look 
into the Reafon of this, we fhall find it to be 
chiefly owing to the wrong Meafures that were 
taken by Philofophers of former Ages in their 
Purfuits after natural Knowledge; for they, difre- 
garding Experiments, the only fure Foundation 
whereon to build a rational Philofophy, bufied 
themfelves in framing Hypothefes for the Soluti- 
on of natural Appearances; which, as they were 
Creatures of the Brain, without any Foundation 
in Nature, were, generally fpeaking, fo lame | 
and detective, as in many Cafes not to anfwer. 

thofe very Phoenomena for whofe Sakes they 
had been contrived; Whereas the Philofophers of 
later Times, laying afide thofe falfe Lights, as 
being of no other Ufe than to mifguide the Un- 
derftanding in its Searches into Nature, betook 
themfelves to Experiments and Obfervations ; 
and from thence colleéted the genuine Powers 
and Laws of Nature; which, with a proper Ap- 
plication, and the Affiftance of mathematical 
Learning, enabled them to account for moft of 
the Properties and Operations of Bodies; and to 
folve many Difficulties in the natural Appearances 
which were utterly inexplicable on the Foot of 
Hypothefes. By this Means has natural Philofo- 
phy, within the Compafs of one Century, been 
brought out of the greateft Darknefs and Obfcu- 
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As this is the Path in which our Author has trod, 
and endeavoured to conduct his Difciples, fo I think 
we can hardly follow a more fkilful Leader. His In- 
ftruétions are not Matters of mere Curiofity, they all 
relate to the moft noble and ufeful Theories and Arts 
and they are delivered as concifely, and at the fame 
time with as great Perfpicuity as Matters of fuch a 
Nature are capable of. I doubt not but this Cha- 
racter will be allowed by all the Readers of the 
Work itfelf ; but to convince mine in fome Mea- 
fure of the Equity of it, I muft here adjoin a few 
Paffages that may be colleéted from thofe Parts of 
the Book which do not abfolutely depend on the 
Plates or Diagrams for being intelligible. 

In the firft, fecond, and third Leétures, our Au- 
thor confiders thofe Principles, Forces, or Powers, 
wherewith all Matter, fo far as Experience reaches, 
feems to be endued ; and whereby all the Particles 
and Portions thereof act upon one another for pro- 
ducing moft of the Phoenomena of Nature. 

Such is that Property, as he fays, whereby the 
minute Parts of Matter do, in fome Circumftances, 
tend towards one another, which iscommonly call’d 
Attraction ; the Caufe whereof is, ina great Mea- 
fure unknown, though the Thing itfelf is manifeft 
from Experiments; ‘* For if two polifhed Plates 
‘© of Brafs be laid one upon another, having their 
«© contiguous Sides {meared with Oil, they will co- 
«© here in vacuo, and with fuch Firmnefs, that when 
‘ they are fufpended, the Force of Gravity in the 
¢ lower Plate will not fuffice to feparate and pull 
«* them afunder. 

«¢ That the Cohefion of thefe Plates is to be at- 
‘«¢ tributed to the mutual Attractions of their con- 
‘¢ tiguous Parts cannot admit of a Doubt, fince the 
‘ Preffure of the outward Air on their external Sur- 
¢* faces (to whole Force this Effect might other- 
§* wilehave been attributed) is in this Cafe taken off, 
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«¢ The Ufe of the Oil is to fill up the minute 
«¢ Cavities in the Surfaces, and, by fo doing, to 
¢¢ prevent the Lodgment of Air between the 
es Piates ; which, upon the Removal of the out- 
«¢ ward Air, would expand itfelf by reafon of its 
¢¢ Elafticity,and thereby force the Plates afunder.* ” 

There are fome other Experiments whereby our 
Author evinces this Power of Attraction in Bodies, 
For Inftance, the Rife of Fluids between two po- 
lifhed Plates of Glafs, when, being fet parallel, and 
at very {mall Diftances from one another, their 
lower Edges are dipped therein. ‘* The Reafon 
¢¢ why the Fluid afcends between the Plates is, that 
¢ thofe Parts of the Surfaces of the Glaffes which 
¢ Jie next above the Surface of the Fluid, and are 
* contiguous thereto, attract the Water, and by 
*¢ that Means caufe it to afcend; and this Afcent 
¢¢ continues till the Weight ot the elevated Water 
«© becomes equal to the Force of the attracting Sur- 
s¢ faces, and then tic Motion ceafes, the Water 
¢¢ tending as much downward by the Force of its 
«- own Gravity, as it doth upwards by the Attrac- 
*s tion of the Glaffes.” 

The Height to which a Fluid afcends between 
thefe parallel Planes is inverfely as their Diftance. 
Thus, our Author tells us, ‘* If the Planes be di- 
¢< ftant from one another about the hundredth Part 
¢¢ of an Inch, the Fluid will rife between them to 
¢ the Height of about an Inch ; and if the Diftance 
‘< be greater or lefs in any Proportion, the Height 
¢¢ will be reciprocally proportional to the Diftance 
e very nearly.” Of this he affigns the following 
Caufe: 


Ca 


* The Oil promotes the Cohefion of the Plates, not merely 
by 28 ge, Se elaftick Air, which would prevent it, but alfo 
agree y filling up the Vacuities with attracting Particles ; 

vy which Means the attractive Power of the contiguoys Surfaces 
s valtly increafed. | 
«© The 
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«¢ The abfolute attractive Force of the Glafies, 
«s whereby the Water is raifed, continues unvaried 
«« whatever be the Diftance of the Glaffes; for the 
«¢ Height and Length of the Glafs Surfaces, whofe 
ss Attractions influence the Afcent of the Water, 
<< are always the fame, and confequently the at- 
ss tractive Force muft be fo too; and therefore 
<< will conftantly fupport the fame Weight of Wa- 
“¢ ter; but the Quantity, and confequently the 
s¢ Weight of the elevated Water, will always be 
s* the fame, if its Height be reciprocally as its Bafe, 
«¢ that is in this Cafe, as the Diftance of the Plates ; 
‘‘ for the Length of the Bafe being equal to the 
«> Length of the Plates, it continues unvaried; 
«* and therefore the Bafe will ever be as its Breadth, 
¢¢ that is, as the Interval between the Plates,” 

Another Experiment, to the fame Purpofe as the 
foregoing, defcribed by our Author, is with Glafs 
Plates, which, inftead of being fet parallel to one 
another, are made to mect at one of their Ends, 
and kept at a little Diftance at the other: ‘* Their 
<< lower Edges being then dipped in Water, Spirit 
*¢ of Wine, or any other convenient Liquor ; the 
¢ inward Sides of the Plates being firft moiftened 
‘ with a clean Cloth dipped in the Liquor ; the 
<s Liquor will rife between the Plates, and the up- 
¢ per Surface of the elevated Liquor will form a 
ss Curve, the Heights of whofe feveral Points above 
<< the Surface of the ftagnating Liquor will be to 
‘s one another reciprocally as their perpendicular 
«© Diftances from the Concourfe of the Plates.” 
That the Phoenomenon muft be thus our Author 
formally demonftrates: But the Neceffity of its be- 
ing fo may be eafily collected from the two forego- 
ing Paragraphs, 

«¢ As Water (to ufe our Author’s own Words) 
<< or any other proper Fluid, afcends between po- 
‘¢ lifhed 
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lifhed Plates of Glafs by the Force of their At- 
trations, fo does it likewife in ftender Pipes of 
Glafs open at both Ends ; fof if fuch Tubes be 
dipped at one End into Water, Spirit of Wine. 
or any other convenient Fluid, the Liquor will 
rife within the Pipes to a confiderable Height ; 
and this Experiment alfo fucceeds in the very 
fame Manner in vacuo, as in the open Air, for 
the Liquor conftantly afcends to the fame Height 
in both. 7 
«© That the Afcent of Liquor in thefe fmall 
Tubes, as alfo between polifhed Plates of Glafs, 
is to be attributed to fome Power in the Glafs 
ftrongly aéting on the Liquor, and not to the Pref- 
fure either of the ftagnating Liquor or incum- 
bent Atmofphere, is evident from this Confidera- 
tion; that as much of the Liquor remains fuf- 
pended in the Pipes, and between the Plates, 
when they are lifted out of the ftagnating Fluid, 
cither in vacuo or the open, Air, as was elevated 
above the Surface of the Fluid, while they were 
immeried therein; and therefore whatever Caufe 
concurred to the elevating of the Liquor, while 
the Plates and the Pipes were therein immerfed, 
and expofed to the Air; the fame contributes as 
powerfully to keep it up, when the ftagnating 
Liquor is removed, and the Preflure of the At- 
mofphere taken off, and confequently muft be 
fome Power inherent in the Glafs. 
‘© The Heights to which the L.iquor rifes inflen- 
der Pipes are to one another reciprocally as the 
Diameters. For-the Power which raifes the Li- 
quor in a flender Pipe, being the attrative Force 
of that Part only of the internal concave Surface 
which lies next above the Liquor, and conftitutes 
a Ring of an indefinitely fmall Height, which 
Height is ever the fame whatever be the Dia- 
ss meter 
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«¢ meter of the Ring, becaufe the Diftance to which 
“ che attractive Force of Glafs reaches is unvaried 5 
“: and the attractive I'orce of fuch an annular Surface 
“‘ being as the Number of attracting Parts whereof 
“it is compofed, that is, as the Surface, which be- 
“ caufe its Height is given is as the Periphery, 
«¢ that is, as the Diameter, the attractive Force of 
«© the Pipe muft be as the Diameter.” 

It is, our Author fays, by Virtue of this attrac- 
tive Force, wherewith fmall Pipes are endued, 
that Plants receive Nourifhment from the Earth; 
the flender Tubes, whereof their Roots are com- 
pofed, fucking in various Juices, according to their 
different Natures and Conftitutions. 

In this firft Leéture there are three Experiments, 
befides thofe I have here recited: One is to prove 
that a Fluid rifes in the above mentioned and all 
fimilar Cafes, by the Aétion of thofe Particles a- 
lone which are contiguous to and lie next above 
the Surface of the elevated Matter ; thofe Particles 
which are at any the leaft fenfible Diftance above 
it being too far removed to influence it by their At- 
tractions, The two laft are for determining the 
Force of Attraction of two Glafs Planes meeting 
in an Angle, at all Diftances from the angular 
Point ; or of conical Tubes, at all Diftances from 
their Vertices. What our Author has offered upon 
thefe Heads is very curious, Towards the Clofe of 
this Difcourfe, he fays, 

‘© The firm Union, and ftrong Cohefion of the 
‘¢ Particles of folid Bodies, feem to arife from 
‘© this Force wherewith they mutually attract each 
other; which as it appears to be exceeding 
‘* {trong in the immediate Contact of the Particles, 
fo it is found, by Experience, to reach but a very 
«< little Way beyond the fame, with any fenfible 
«¢ Effe&t. At very fmall Diftances indeed it is 
‘* fufficient to raife up Liquors, as alfo to produce 
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«¢ the many odd and furprifing Appearances which 
s¢ are to be met with in chymical Operations, and 
st which without the Affiftance of this, as well as 
<¢ fome other Principles, are utterly inexplicable,” 
He afterwards points out fome of thofe many grofs 
Miftakes and Abfurdities in their Reafonings, which 
Chymifts have fallen into for Want of a due 
Knowledge of thefe Powers. 

Having in his firft Lecture proved from Expe- 
riments, that there is a Power in Nature, whereby 
the Parts of Matter, which are brought fo near as 
to touch, do in fome Circumftances mutually at- 
traét each other ; our Author proceeds in the fecond 
to treat of fuch Kinds of Attraction as extend them- 
felves to confiderable Diftances beyond the Point of 
Conta&, and on that Account, as he fays, affect 
the Mind more ftrongly, fo as to convince it more 
fully of the reality of fuch a Principle. Of this 
kind is, Firft, that “Attraétion which obtains be- 
tween Glafs and Glafs. Secondly, That of Elec- 
tricity. Thirdly, The Attraction of Magnetifm. 
And Jaftly, That of Gravity. On all thefe he in- 
fifts in their Order. 1 fhall, as a further Specimen 
of this Work, tranfcribe here two Experiments 
that occur in this Leéture, one is to fhew the Law 
of magnetical Attraétion; by the other we difcover 
the Meafure of the Velocity and Force of falling 
Bodies. 

The firft Experiment, or the Magnetical one, 
is this: ‘* Let a Loadftone be fufpended at one 
«¢ End of a Ballance, and counterpoifed by Weights 
<< at the other; let a flat Piece of Iron be placed 
‘«¢ beneath it at the Diftance of four tenth Parts of 
«san Inch, the Stone will immediately defcend, 
ss and adhere to the Iron: Let the Stone again 
«* be removed to the fame Diftance, and a Weight 
‘¢ of four Grains, and four tenth Parts of a Grain, 
“© be thrown into the Scale.at the other End of the 


*¢ Ballance; 
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«« Ballance; this Weight will be an exact Counter- 
<< ballance to the attractive Force, and prevent the 
«< Defcent of the Stone; but if any Part of the 
«s Weight be taken out, the Attraction will pre- 
«¢ vail, and carry the Stone down, If the Stone 
«¢ be placed at half the former Diftance, that is to 
«< fay, at the Diftance of two tenth Parts of an 
¢ Inch above the Iron, the Weight neceffary to 
¢ hinder its Defcent will be about feventeen Grains 
‘ and an half, that is to fay, at the two tenth Parts 
¢ of an Inch above the Iron, the Weight neceffary 
<¢ to hinder its Defcent will be about feventeen 
«¢ Grains and an half, that is, four times as much 
“as before. Confequently the attraétive Force of 
“ the Stone, at the fingle Diftance from the Iron, 
*« is to the fame at the'double Diftance as four to 
“¢ one, that is, reciprocally as the Squares of the 
“< Diftances.” 

The other Experiment I was to recite will prove, 
that the Velocities, and confequently the Forces, of 
falling Bodies are as the Times of their Defcent, or 
as the Spaces defcribed. “ For if a Weight of 
© eleven hundred Grains be let fall from the Height 
“ of three Inches, fo as to ftrike one End of a 
Ballance, its Force will be juft fufficient to raife 
a Pound Weight, atthe other End of the Ballance, 
to the Height of about the eighth or tenth Pare 
of an Inch; whereas,-if the fame Body be re- 
“ quired to raife a Weight of two Pounds to the 
«< fame Height, it muft be let fall from the Height 
“© of twelve Inches; and if the Weight to be railed 
“ be three Pounds, then muft the moving Body 
“ fall from the Height of twenty-feven Inches. 

«¢ The Forces wherewith the defcending Body 
“ ftrikes the End of the Ballance, are meafured by 
“ the Weights that are ratfed; which in this Cafe 
are as one, two, and three ; but the Forces where- 
“© with one and the fame Body ftrikes, are as the 
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“© Velocities of the Body: Wherefore, in the Cafe 
“‘ before us, the Velocities acquired by the falling 
“ Body, are as one, two, and three; but the 
“ Heights from which it defcends, in order to ac- 
“‘ quire thofe Velocities, are as one, four, and 
‘© nine; that is, as the Squares of the Velocities. 

«« If this Experiment be repeated with a Body 
“ double in Weight to the former, viz. with one 
“© of two thoufand two hundred Grains ; the Weights 
“‘ raifed by the Strokes will be two, four, and fix 
“ Pounds, that is, double the former.” 

From what our Author has faid in this Lecture, 
on this Subject of Gravity, he deduces divers Con- 
clufions : I will juft name them. Firf, From the 
laft Experiment appears the Truth of that Rule, 
which colleét the Quantity of Motion in any Body, 
by multiplying the Velocity of the Body into its 
Quantity of Matter. Secondly, From what he 
has proved concerning the Spaces defcribed by fall- 
ing Bodies, it follows, that if the Time of a Body’s 
Fall be divided into a Number of equal Parts, the 
Spaces through which it falls in each of thofe 
Parts of Time taken feparately, and in their Order, 
beginning from the firft, are as the odd Numbers 
taken likewife in their Order, beginning from U- 
nity. Thirdly, From what has been faid, it alfo 
follows, that the Velocity acquired by a falling Body 
at the End of the Fall, is fuch as with an equable 
Motion would in the fame time, in which the Body 
fell, carry it thro’ a Space double that of the Fall, 

When he has eftablifhed thefe Inferences, the 
Doétor proceeds to the Demonftration of fome 
other Phoenomena of Gravitation. For Inftance, 
he makes it appear, that as the Motion of Bodies 
falling from a State of Reft, is uniformly accele- 


rated; fo on the contrary, the Motion of Bodies 


thrown upward, is uniformly retarded. Likewile, 
that the Force of Gravity at the Surface of the 
Earth 
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Earth is fuch as, fetting afide the Refiftance of 
the Air, makes a Body falling from a State of Reft, 
to defcend thro’ a Space of fixteen Feet and an Inch 
in a Second of Time. But this, as he afterwards 
tells us, is meant of fuch Places only as are in or 
near the Latitude of forty-nine Degrees; in Places 
more diftant from the Line, the Defcent being 
quicker, and more flow in thofe lefs diftant :—~ 
The chief Caufe of which Difference, as he fays, 
is the Rotation of the Earth about its Axis, where- 
by all Bodies on or near the Surface of it, are en- 
dued with a centrifugal Force, which aéts in Op- 
pofition to that of Gravity, and of courfe muft 
leffen the fame; and the Diminution of Gravity, 
arifing from this Caufe, muft be greateft under the 
Fquator, and grow lefs and lefs in the Approach 
to the Poles. The Reafons affigned for this are, 
Firfi, “ Becaufe the centrifugal Force is greateft 
“at the Equator, and from thence towards the 
“© Poles is continually diminifhed, fo as at laft to 
“ vanifh inthe polar Point. For all Parts of the 
“© Farth’s Surface, with the Bodies thereto adjacent, 
“ revolve in the fame time, either in the Equator 
“ or in the Circles parallel thereto; but the Equa- 
“ tor is the largeft of all thofe Circles, and the 
“* others grow lefs and lefs, as they are more and 
*“ more diftant from it: . Now the centrifugal 
“ Forces of Bodies revolving in the fame time in 
different Circles, being to one another as the 
“ Radit of the Circles, (as is fhewn in another 
«« Part of this Book) it follows, that the centri- 
“ fugal Force muft be greateft at the Equator, and 
“‘ thence be continually diminifhed towards the 
“© Poles.’—It muft be fo, Sccoudly, ** Becaufe un- 
“¢ der the Line the centrifugal Force acts in direét 
* Oppofition to the Force of Gravity, whereas in 


«¢ 


.* other Places it aéts in an oblique Direttion to it, 
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and of confequence muft aét lefs powerfully 
x2 “© againft 
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¢< againft it.” From what the Doctor has faid up- 
on this Head, it follows, as he tells us, «¢ That the 
«© Force whereby Gravity is leffened in the Equa- 
‘ tor is to the Force whereby it is leffened in any 
«¢ other Part of the Earth’s Surface as the Square of 
¢ Radius to the Square of the Sine of the Comple- 
«s ment of Latitude.” 

In the third Leéture our Author treats of Repulfion 
and Central Forces. With regard to the firft, he 
fays, “* As Experience has convinced us, that there: 
<< are Powers in Nature, whereby not only the lar- 
«c per Syftems and Collections, but likewife the 
«s fmaller Parcels and Particles of Matter are, in 
s¢ fome Cafes, made to tend to one another ; the 
«¢ fame Experience will inform us of other Powers. 
<< in Nature, whereby the Parts of Matter do in 
ss fome Circumftances recede and fly from each. 
ss other.” Inftances of this he produces, both mag- 
netical and electrical. From this Power it is, as he 
thinks, that the Leaves of the fenfitive Plant fhrink 


and retire from the Touch of an approaching. 


Hand. And to the fame Power, as he adds, we 
are to attribute the Elafticity of the Air; as alfo 
the Shaking off of the Particles of Light from the 
Sun and other Juminous Bodies. 

Befides the afore-mentioned Principles of Attrac- 
tion and Repuifion, whereby, as the Doctor fays, 
Nature feems to perform moft of her Operations, 
and which, for that Reafon, are very properly ftiled 
active Principles ; there is another, of a paffive Na- 
ture, commonly called the Vis infita and Vis iner- 
tie of Matter, a Force arifing from the Inertnefs or 
Inactivity of it; which Force, in any Body, is pro- 
portional to its Quantity of Matter: From this 
Force refult three paffive Laws of Motion, ufually 
called, by modern Naturalifts, Zhe three Laws of 
Nature: Thefe our Author explains and eftab- 
lifhes, I will here only name them: 
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The sf of thefe Laws is, That every Body, in 
Proportion to its Quantity of Matter, perfeveres in 
its prefent State, whether ic be of Reft or of uniform 
Motion in aright Line, As a Confequence of this, 
it follows, 

Secondly, Thatall Motion is of itfelf equable and 
recti-lineal. And 

Thirdly, That all Bodies which revolve about a 
Center muft endeavour to recede from the Center. 

Under the laft of thefe Dr. He//bam handles the 
whole Doétrine of Central Forces, and in the In- 
veftigation thereof proceeds after the following 
Manner. Firff, He confiders two equal Bodies 
moving uniformly in two different Circles; and 
thence deduces one general Expreffion for the central 
Forces in the Terms of the Circle. Secondly, By 
fubftituting other proportional Quantities in the 
Place of thofe which conftitute the general Expreffion, 
he forms other general Expreffions for the fame 
Forces. Zbirdly, By a proper Application of thofe 
Expreffions he determines the Laws of central For- 
ces in particular Cafes, and at the fame time con- 
firms each Law by anExperiment. The Perform- 
ance of this Tafk takes up the Sequel of this Lec- 
ture ; and it prepares the Reader for an Acquain- 
tance with the Newtonian Syftem of the Univerfe, 

In the former Part of the fourth Lecture our Au- 
thor confiders the Composi1Tion and ReEsoLu- 
TION of MOTION. What he has offered in 
relation thereto is founded upon the fecond of the 
preceding Laws of Nature, refulting from the Vis 
inertie of Matter; and is of fingular Ulfe, as he 
fays, in Mechanicks ; for by the Help of it, the 
Effects of Powers acting in oblique Direétions are 
readily determined. In the latter Part of this Lec- 
ture the firft of the foregoing Laws of Nature is il- 
luftrated. The Doétor therein proves, as a Confe- 
quence of it, ** That Re-aétion is always equal to 
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‘«¢ Aion, and contrary thereto ; or, in other Words, 
‘s that the Aétions of two Bodies, one upon another, 
are conftantly equal, and in Directions contrary 
to each other; fo that whatever Change is made 
<< in the State of one Body, whether at reft or in 
<6 Motion, by the Action of another, the fame 
<¢ Change is produced in the State of the other by 
«¢ the Re-action of the former ; but the Tendencies 
<< or Directions of thofe Changes are contrary 
ss Ways.” 

This Doétrine is fomewhat paradoxical at firft 
Sight, to Perfons unufed to thefe Speculations, or 
who have never feen thofe Experiments which 
evince the Truth of it. When fuch a one prefies a q 
Stone with his Finger, he never imagines the Stone : 
equally preffing it; or when he fees a Horfe drawing 
forward a Load, fuppoles the Load drawing back the | 
Horfe in any Degree. But the Readers of this Lec- 
ture will be convinc:d, that the Cafe is no otherwife, 
and exactly conformable to the foregoing Repre- 
fentation. As this Law obtains in all Kindsof Attrac- 
tion whatfoever, fo likewife does it in refpeét of 
Strokes or [mpulfes made by Bodies one upon ano- 
ther ; the Force of two Bodies, ftriking each other, 
equally, affecting the Motions of both, and produ- 
cing equal Changes therein towards contrary Parts, 
«© On this Equality of Action and Re-aétion, as he 
«© adds, do the feveral Laws which have been col- 
‘¢ Jeéted concerning the Collifion of folid Bodies in 
‘¢ a great Meafure depend:’ Which Laws, as 
they relate to Bodies void of Elafticity, he explains 
in the Jaft Pages of this Lecture ; in doing where- 
of he lays down one general Propofition concern- 
ing the Collifion of fuch Bodies, whence he deduces 
the Laws of particular Cafes, and at the fame time 
confirms each Law by an Experiment. 7 

In the fifth Lecture our Author fpecifies the Effects ; 
of the Collifion of claftick Bodies; And the Method 
he 
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he obferves in treating of the Percuffion of elaftick 
Bodies is this: Firff, To lay down one general Pro- 
pofition concerning fuch Percuffion; and then, Se- 
condly, To deduce the Laws relating to four 
general Cafes mentioned in the Jaft Lecture, and 
to confirm each of thofe Laws by Experiments, 

In the fixth and feventh Lectures our Author gives 
an Account of thofe we call the mechanick Powers, 
viz. The Ballance, the Lever, the Pulley, the Axle 
in the Wheel, the Wedge, and the Screw. Ag a 
Preliminary to his Differtation on thefe Heads, he 
has, at the Beginning of the fixth Lecture, a Dif- 
courfe on the Centre of Gravity; that Point in 
every Body, about which all the Parts of it are in 
Equilibrio. He defcribes the Properties thereof in 
order to our conceiving a clear Idea of its Nature. 
He then gives us an eafy and perfpicuous Reprefen- 
tation of the Form and Ufes of the above-named 
Powers, with an exact Computation of their refpec- 
tive Forces. Let meadd, that in the eighth Leéture, 
the Effects of thefe Powers when combined, and 
compofing various Kinds of Engines, applicable to 
many invaluable Purpofes, are diftin¢étly {pecified 
and accounted for. 

The ninth Leéture is on the Fri@ion of moved 
Bodies. This isa moft curious Subjeét, which our 
Author has illuftrated in a Manner as familiar as 
can be. He has fhewn whence it proceeds. He 
has rectify’d fome miftaken Notions concerning the 
Caufe of it. He has pointed out the{Methods whereby 
the Refiftance to Motion, arifing therefrom, may 
be avoided as far as poffible. The unfpeakable Ad- 
vantages of Wheel-Carriage are too obvious to need 
mentioning ; but with Pleafure we here fee the Prin- 
ciples unfolded from whence they fpring, how they 
operate, and by what Means they are to be applied 
fo as to anfwer the moft beneficial Intentions, 
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In the tenth Leéture our Author explains the 
chief Properties of the Pendulum; And to Ree 
pare the Way, he lays down and demonftrates feve- 
ral Propofitions concerning the Motion of Bodies, 
down-inclined Planes, and curve Surfaces. He then 
confiders the Pendulum as applicable to horological 
Machines. The vaft Improvement thefe have re- 
ceived by the Means of it is univerfally known, 
they have thereby been brought as near to Perfection 
as they feem capable of ; and yet, thro’ the remedi- 
lefs Imperfection of this very Affiftant, they are pre- 
vented from attaining the higheft Pitch of it: As 
the Doétor has fhewn very evidently. 

The eleventh Leéture delivers the Doétrine of 
Projects. As this cannot be rightly apprehended 
without fome Knowledge of the Parabola; our Au- 
thor, by way of Introduction, fhews the Manner 
wherein that Curve is generated, agd fpecifies fuch of 
its Properties, as he has Occafion to make ufe of in 
the Explication of this Subject. After this he de- 
monftratively affigns the Velocity of a Projeé&t in 
any Point of a Parabola. He fhews how to de- 
termine the Direction wherein a Project muft be 
thrown, in order to hit a Mark ; the Pofition of 
the Mark, and the Velocity wherewith a Project 
is thrown from any given Place, being given: As 
alfo in what Angle the Direétion of the Projection 
muft be elevated, fo as to throw a Project, with a 
given Velocity, to the greateft Diftance poffible on 
the Plane of the Horizon, Indeed all that he offers 
on thefe Hteads is abfolutely true, only on a Sup- 
pofition of the Motion of Projects meeting with no 
extrinfic Impediment or Difturbance ; whereas there 
are two, which he confiders: The firft is the Re- 
fiftance of the Air; which affects all Projects what- 
foever that move in it: The fecond, which in- 
Auences thofe only that are thrown by the Force of 
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Gunpowder, is the Force of the Powder acting ypon 
the Ball, both during its Continuance in the Barrel, 
and to fome Diftance beyond the Muzzle. In the 
next Place our Author proves thefe Propofitions; 
Firft, That the Altitude to which a Project rifes, 
is as the verfed Sine of the doubled Angle of Ele. 
vation. Secondly, That the Time of the Flight 
of a Projeft, thrown with a given Velocity, is as 
the Sine of the Angle of Elevation. He fhews af- 
terwards how the Velocity, wherewith a Project is 
thrown, may be difcovered from Trials; and he 
obviates an Objection which may very plaufibly 
be made to this Method. At the Clofe of this Dif- 
courfe we have a Table exhibiting a Set of Expe- 
riments concerning Projects made with a fmall] 
Mortar. 

The twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth Leétures, 
are altogether HyprostaticaL. In the firft of 
thefe we have both a theoretical and experimental Ac- 
count of the Gravitation and Preffure of Water, and 
fuch other Fluids as are commonly called Liguids. 
Inthe fecond we have the Rules neceflary for difco- 
vering the Denfities and /pecifick Gravities of Bodies. 
In the third we have Dire¢ctions for computing the 
Flux of Water from Refervoirs of various Dimen- 
fions, through Orifices and Pipes of different Sizes. 

The fifteenth and fixteenth Lectures are Puezma- 
tical. In the former of them our Author has in- 
fifted on the Weight and Preffure of the Air, and 
defcribed fome remarkable Effects arifing there- 
from. In the latter he confiders that more won- 
derful Property of the Air, its Elafticity : Or that 
Force wherewith the Particles of it expand them- 
felves, and recede from each other, whenever the 
Preflure from without, which keeps them together, 
is taken off. The Method which he obferves in 
the Profecution of this Point is, Firf, to thew from 
Experiments, that the Ajir is really endued _ 
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fuch a Force; and, Secondly, to inquire into its 
Nature and Laws. 

The feventeenth Leéture explains the Nature of 
Sounds, and-then treats of the Vibrations of mufical 
Strings. Sounds, our Author fays, confidered in 
their phyfical Caufes, are nothing elfe but the Pul- 
fes of the Air: There are five Properties of thefe 
Pulfes which he diftinétly infifts on in order to exe 
plain the Nature of Sound, and forms thereupon a 
curious harmonick Theory: One Part of which 
fhews us in what Proportions the Times of the Vi- 
brations of mufical Strings are varied, by varying the 
Length, Thicknefs, or Tenfion of the Strings. 

As in the feventeenth Leéture, of which I have 
now been fpeaking, Dr. Hel//bam, in treating of that 
Motion of the Air which is productive of Sounds, 
has made it appear, that each Particle of Air, in 
going forward and returning back, is twice accele- 
rated, and as often retarded ; in the eighteenth he 
Inquires into the Law of that Acceleration and Re- 
tardation ; andexhibits a formal Demonftration of the 
third Property, which he attributes to the Pulfes of the 
Ar above-mentioned, He has here taught us with great 
Exaéttnefs to difcover the Space through which Sound 
moves in aSecond of Time; and thence alfo to 
find the Length of the Pulfes excited by the Vibra- 
tions of a founding Body, provided the Number of 
Vibrations performed by the founding Body in a 
eiven Time can by any Method be determined. 

In the nineteenth Leéture, on Licut, the Doc- 
tor, after a general Definition thereof, defcants a 
Iittle on its ftupendous Velocity, and then more 
largely infifts on its Refrangibility. He has evinced 
‘the bending of the Rays in their Paffage out of one 
Medium into another, which is ufually termed their 
Refraction, to be owing to the attractive Force of 
the denfer Medium aéting upon the Rays at right 
Angles to the Surface. The Subject of this Leéture 
prepares 
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prepares the Reader for the-Underftanding of the 
twentieth, which treats of Colours, and the Phoe- 
nomena of the Rainbow. 

The twenty-firft, twenty-fecond, and twenty-third 
Leétures, which are the laft, relate entirely to Vision, 
either direét, reflected, or refracted. That which 
explains the Nature of Vifion, and is the fecond of 
thefe, fhould, I prefume, of right, have been the 
firft of the three. But our Author has chofen a 
different Difpofition, and given that the Precedence 
which confiders the chief Properties of dioptrick 
Glaffes; as he has placed that laft which contains 
the Science of Catoptricks, or that Part of Opticks 
which treats of the Reflection of Light. 





ARTICLE V. 


LETTERS concerning Poetical Tranflations, 
and Virgil’s and Milton’s Arts of Verfe, &c. 
London: Printed for J. Roberts, near the 
Oxford-Arms iz Warwick-Lane, 1739. 
Odtavo. Pages 83. 


Fk EW Treatifes of no greater Bulk contain fo 
many curious and beautiful Obfervations as 
this before me. The Writer has difcovered therein 
an uncommon Delicacy of Genius, and a more than 
ordinary Intimacy with the Mufes, He has given 
the Bulk of his Readers an Idea of Virgil entirely 
new, and has unveiled the Fountains of that Plea- 
fure which never fails to accompany the Perufal of 
his divine Writings, but which were utterly unknown 
to Thoufands who participated of it, Innumerable 
Graces in that Poet, and in our own immortal 
Adilton, before imperceptible to common Eyes, 
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fhine thro’ his Illuftratians ; fo that tho’ nothing can 
perhaps be added to their intrinfick Excellence, our 
Delight in converfing with them is inhanc’d as that 
becomes obvious. 

Our Author has comprized his Sentiments in ten 
Letters. In the firft he lays down, and defcants upon, 
a fundamental Rule, by which every one is to con- 
duét himfelf, who would fucceed in the Bufinefs of 
a Tranflator: That is, to confider, aud firittly re- 
gard in bis Verfious, the peculiar Stile of the Origi- 
nal be tranfates. In treating of this Matter he points 
out the diftinguifhing Properties of Homer’s and Vir- 

il’s Diétion. His Brevity on this Head does not 
lek him from handling it with great Perfpicuity. 
His Method of exemplifying the feveral Propofitions 
he advances, enables us to form the moft exact and 
explicit Notions of his Subject. His Examples 
(wherein we behold the Rapidity of Homer, and 
the Sufpence and Majelty of Virgil) are borrowed, 
as I apprehend, from the Rev. Mr. Pitt’s Englifh 
Tranflations of the Eneid and Jiiad. 

Ina Poftfcript to this Letter, he makes fome ju- 
dicious Remarks on the Speech of Apoljo’s Prieft at 
the Entrance of the Jitad; this, he fays, is won- 
derfully peinturefque and in Charaéter. He takes 
particular Notice of an Expreffion therein, that he 
regards as one of the fineft in all the poetical Lan- 
guage: To give to do a Thing. And he tells us, 
Virgil was fo fenfible of the charming Effect of it 
that he has it three or four times in the very firft 
fineid: Inftances of which he produces. 

The next Letter contains a Variety of curious Re- 
fiections, occafion’d by the fecond Line in Mr. 


Pitt's Tranflation of the Beginning of the Iliad’ 


above-mentioned ; wherein the auxiliary Verb did is 
made ufe of. The Line runs thus: 


** Which to the Greeks did endle/s Sorrows bring. 
Many, 
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Many, it feems, have erroneoufly fancy’d, that all 
auxiliary Verbs are abfolutely condemned, as mere 
Expletives, by Mr. Pope, in his Effay on Criticifm: 
Where he fays, 


‘© While Expletives their feeble Aid do join, 
‘s And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line. 


But as our Author believes Mr. Pope never intend- 
ed to advance fuch a Doétrine; fo, on the other 
Hand, he notes, that Aiton has ufed them in fun- 
dry Places where he could have avoided them if he 
had pleafed; which Practice can be accounted for 
only on the Suppofition of his thinking they added 
‘Strength to the Expreffion: Our Author is of the 
fame Opinion, and is pofitive they do fo; excepting 
where the auxiliary Verb is brought clofe to its Prin- 
cipal, and that a thin Monofyllable, as in the Line 
juft now referr’d to. 

When he has by divers Authorities evinced the 
Advantage of the auxiliary Verb to the poetick Style, 
and induced us to grant it would be a great Lofs to 
Englifo Poetry if it were to be wholly laid afide, that 
in Tranflations from the Greek and Latin it would 
be fometimes impoffible to do juftice to a Writer 
without the Help of it, and, in a Word, that Ex- 
pletives are not only juftifiable, but even in fome 
Cafes neceflary Things; he proceeds to fay fomething 
of Mono/yllables, generally confider’d, againft which 
many have been prejudiced by Mr. Pope’s Cenfure of 
them, (as they apprehend it) in the fecond of the 
two Verfes juft cited from his Effay : 


“© And ten low Words oft creep in one dull Line. 


In vindication of thefe he alledges, that Hundreds 
of Lines, compofed of them only, are to be found 
in Mdilton, as fublime, as beautiful, and as harmo- 
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nious as can poffibly be written, and that inrhymed 
Verfe alfo they are ufed, without detracting in the 
leaft from its Melodioufnefs. In proof of thefe Af- 
fertions, he produces a Variety of Examples from 
Paradife Loft, with refpeét to the firft, and from 
Pitt’s Englifo Tranflation of the firft AEneid, with 
regard to the Second. 

Harmony, our Author fays, confifts in mixing 
rough and fmooth, foft and harfh Sounds. There 
are Monofyllables of all thefe Sorts ; and, by a ju- 
dicious Mixture of them, as he fhews, Harmony 
may be promoted, rather than deftroy’d. 

But there is another Account, on which Mono/ylla- 
bles are likewife of great Confequence. The Strength 
of the Englifo Language is greatly owing to them: 
For, as he adds, it is principally obliged to them 
for its Concifenefs ; and Concifenefs is Strength, 
Now Concifenefs is not only to exprefs ourfelves in 
as few Words as we can, but the Excellency of the 
Language fhews itfelf if thofe few Words are com- 
pofed of few Syllables. And herein, upon Exami- 
nation, the Strength of the Englifh Tongue will 
be found to lie; and for this Caufe it may be faid 
to be more concife than the Latin. 

As this is a Doétrine very different from the No- 
tion commonly conceived of this Matter, the Reader 
will not be difpleafed if I recite what the Author of 
it has offered in its Confirmation. 

The Truth of what he has advanced will appear, 
he fays, if Virgil is turned into Englifh Verfe. Of 
this he gives feveral Examples. It fhall fuffice here 
to quote one of them: 


<6 ——— “hi tot Simois correpta fub undas 
“* Scuta Virtim, Galea/q; & fortia Corpora Volvit. 


“© WP bere Simois Streams, incumber’d with the Slain, 

— &© Roli’d Shields, and Helms, and Heroes to the Main, 
Pit?s Fir Aeneid. 

To 
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To difcover which of thefe two Paflages is the 
moft concife, it is not fufficient, he fays, to fhew 
that there are two whole Englifb Lines, and but 
one Line and three Parts of another in the Lavin. 
< Latin and Englifo Lines cannot be compared 
< together, becaufe in a Latin Line there are fix 
“ Feet, and in an Englifp Line but five. Again, 
“in Latin Verfe there muft be in every line one 
“ Foot of three Syllables, often three or four, or 
“ even five Feet of three Syllables, and fometimes 
“ four or five Syllables in one Foot, whereas in an 
“ Enghfp Line there is hardly ever more than 
two Syllables in a Foot, fo that an Englifh Verte 
cannot be compared with the Latin by the Line 
or by the Foot, but only by the Syllables of 
which the Words are compofed, which make 
the Feet in both the Languages. The Bufinefs 
then is to inquire whether we write or pronounce 
more Syllables in the Latin or Englifh Verfes 
here quoted : Upon Inquiry it appears that there 
“ are twenty-nine Syllables in the Latiz, and but 
“ twenty-one in the Engli/2; fo that the Englifh is 
almoft one third Part leis than the Latin; which 
certainly fhews the former to be much more con- 
cife than the latter, there being nothing left out in 
the Exgit/b, but the whole Thought is rather more 
“ fully expreffed: And this we fee is owing to 
‘ Monofyllables, both Verbs and Nouns, Streams, 
* Shields, Slain, Rot’d, Helms, Main. 

Our Author Initances the fame thing in three 
other Paffages; the laft istwo Lines of the Georgick, 
the Englifh of which has the Property we are {peak - 
ing of, although ic wants the Advantage of being 
tranflated by fo good a Hand as Mr. Pitt's. Jn 
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but twenty-one: So that the Engli/h is almoft one 
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“ there is nothing throughout the Whole that is in 
« the leaft deficient in the Fulnefs of the Senfe, in 
« Majefty, or in Harmony of Numbers; but in 
« all chefe Qualities the Tranflation is equal to the 
s¢ Original, and is fuperior to it-in that which we 
« are here exprefly afferting.” 

This Epiftle ends with an Extract from Mr. Ro- 
wer’s Preface to his Melopeia Sacra, which fhews 
that learned Foreigner to have had the very fame 
Sentiments of the Advantage of Monofyllables to 
a Language, and particularly the Englifb, as our 
Author is here defending. 

In the third Letter he enters upon a Comparifon 
of Virgil’s and Milton’s Verification ; and here he 
has explained and demonftrated a Paradox, (as it 
will appear to the Majority of Readers) namely, 
that the principal Advantage Virgil has over Milton 
is Virgil’s Rhyme. In comparing the Verfification 
of thefe two he begins with Virgil; and difplays 
fome of the principal Beauties of his Poetry in this 
refpect. He has ranked them under the following 
Heads : 

1ff, The continual Varying of the Paufe. 

2d, The Inverfion of the Phrafe. 

3d, The adapting of the Sound to the Senfe. 

4th, The mixing of the fingular and plural Num- 
bers. 

5th, The giving Majefty and Strength to his 
Verie, with the conneéting Particles Que and Et. 

6th, The Collocatio Verborum, or artful Way of 
placing Words. 

7th, The Changing the common Pronunciation of 
Words. : 

8th, Verfes contrary to the common Meafure. 

gth, 10th, and 11th, His Ailiteratio, Allufio Ver- 
borum, and Affonantia Syllabarum. 

Under each of thefe Topicks we find (as I have 
already hinted) fuch a Number of refined Obfer- 

' vations, 
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‘vations, as are rarely. met with in fo narrow: a 
Compafs as that into which our Author has reduced 
them. I will mention here and there a Particular. 

To begin with the firft of the foregoing Articles, 
The Varying of the Paufe. This Subject has. oc- 
curred to our Author, as he tells us, in feveral 
Books ; but fo obfcurely, that he fhou’d never from 
thence have apprehended throughly the Varying of 
the Paufe in any Language, if he had not thought 
of an expedient to difcover what is the common 
Paufe in a Verfe, that each Language, whereof he 
-had any Knowledge, naturally ftops ar. : 

To find out this, he confulted the middling fort 
-of Poets, or the firft Praéticers in this Art: In 
this Inquiry (to ule his own Words) he obferved 
from Hefiod and Ennius, among the Greek and 
Latin Poets, and afterwards from Ovid, with re- 
lation to the jatter, which he is now more imme- 
diately to fpeak of, that the common Paufe or Stop 
in all Latin heroick Verfe (to fay nothing of the 
Greek which agrees with it in this refpeét) is upon 
the firft Syllable of the third Foot. This he exem- 
plifies by the fifth and feven following Lines of the 
firft Book of the Metamorphofis. 


“© Ante Mare €9 Tellus | € quod tegit omnia,Celum, 
“S Unus erat toto | Nature Vultus in Orbe, 
“© Quem dixere Chaos | rudis indizeftaque Moles; 
“© Nec quicquam, nifi Pondus, inerss | congeftaque 
eodem 
* Non bene Funttarum | difcordia Semina rerum. 
© Nullus adbue Mundo | prabebat lumina Titan, 
‘© Nec uova crefcendo | reparabat Cornua Phebo; 
** Nec civcumfufo | pendebat in acre Tellus. 





All which are paufed in the fame Place, except one, 
(the fourch) and in this kind of Meafure the MW- 
samorpbofis is generally written ; from whence he 
collected the natural Paufe in the Latin Language 
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to be as above-mention’d. He then confulted the 
beft Poem of the beft Latin Poet ; which begins 
with thefe Lines: 


*© Quid faciat letas Segetes, | quo fydere Terram 
ss Vertere,| Maecenas, | ulmifque adjungere Vstes 
“© Conveniat,| que Cura Boum, qui Cultus habendo 
‘¢ Sit Pecori, | Apibus quanta Experientia parcis, 

“© Jing Canere Incipiam. —— 


Our ingenious Author here Remarks, «¢ That this 
«¢ great Mafter has artfully avoided the common 
¢ Paufe till he comes to the fifth Line; and he af- 
«¢ fects to do it as much as poffible throughout the 
«© whole Work; from whence arifes one of the moft 
¢ material Differences in the Verfification of Ovid 
¢ and Virgil.” — It is for the Sake of this Circum- 
ftance, as he adds, that Virgi/ makes his broken 
Lines in the Aixeid, which fufpend all Paufes ; 
thereby relieving the Ear, and fo qualifying it to 
attend with freth Pleafure, 

I have quoted our Author entire upon this Point, 
and have made {carcely any Alteration in his Lan- 
guage; but I muft more briefly mention his following 
Obfervations: Indeed, with refpect to many of them, 
Ican do no other, tho’ I were to tranfcribe them 
verbatim. Thofe which relate to the fecond and 
third of the foregoing Heads, viz. The Inverfion 
of the Phrafe, and the Adapting the Sound to the 
Senfe, fill up ‘the Remainder of this Fpiftle. The 
former of thefe, as our Author fays, flings the 
Stile out of Profe, and occafions that Sufpence, 
which is the Life of Poetry. Of the Latter he 
has extracted many Inftances from the Georgick and 
“Enetid. In one ,Paflage, as he notes, the Verie 
labours, whe trong heavy Land is to be ploughed! 
In another it moves nimbly, when the Turning over 
ight Ground is reprefented! In one Line, @ ponde- 
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vous Waggon proceeds flowly! while in two He- 
mifticks, a Boat bounds ever the Po! In one we fee 
Feathers dancing on the Water / another is as rough 
as the Stem of any Crab-tree/ and a third is liquid 
as Water ! one flows like a gentle Stream! in ano- 
ther the Hypanis and Caicus make a vebement Roar- 
ing! one tours into rhe Skies with the higheft Moun- 
tain in Italy! another falls down as low as the 
deepeft Valley! When the Poet is to defcribe his 
Favourite, Eridanus, he raifes his Song: - 


“< Et gemina Auratus taurino cornua vultu 
“© Eridanus 3 guo non alius per pinguia culta. 
‘© Jn mare purpurcum violentior influit amnis. 


The Line preceding thefe, * ftrikes the Ear with 
Myfus and Caicus; here we have auratus, Erida- 
nus, and alius. Then an Alliteration, per pinguia, 
and at laft the whole Paffage rolls on in a da@tyl 
Line, and rufhes into the Sea, with an 4/ultus of 
the Vowel i, repeated five times in three Words: 


“© Violentior influit amuts. 


In fhort, as our Author concludes, there is nothing 
in Nature that Wirgil’s Verfe does not convey to 
the Zar. and the Eye; fo that this Subject is inex- 
hauftible, and muft be left to every one’s particular 
Obfervation. 

There are eight other Arts of Verfification which 
have been already named, and in which Virgil very 
eminently excell’d. Thefe our Author defcants on 
in his fourth Epiftle. He begins with that of 
mixing the fiugular and plural Numbers. This has 
4 wonderful EF ffeét, and was diligently attended to 
by Virgil, as appears by the Inftances he has cited ; 
but was never, as he fays, once thought of by Ovid, 
or any other Roman Writer in the Days of Auauftus. 


* Georgick, Bookiv. Line 370. 
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The next Particular taken notice of, is Virgil’s 
uncommon Ufe of the Particles Et and Que. Thefe 
are frequenteft in his moft finifhed Piece ; and the 
Manner in which they are applied, gives Strength 
and Majefty to the Verfe. Majefty, becaufe it oc- 
cafions Safco, and raifes the Attention ; Strength, 
as connecting the Parts together, in the fame Way 
as the Nerves do thofe of the animal Syftem. 

This Art Virgil moft certainly learnt from Homer, 
there being nothing more remarkable in the Greek 
Poet’s Verfification, nothing, as- our Author ob- 
ferves, to which the Majefty of it is more owing, 
than this very thing. He has produced four Ex- 
amples of it out of the twenty-three firft Lines of 
the Lliad. 

There are three other Artifices practifed by- Vir- 
gil, which our Author exemplifies. Thefe are the 
Collecutio Verborum, which he manages with ad- 
mirable Advantage , the Changing the ufual Pro- 
nunciation, and Lines contrary to the common Mea- 
fure, or rather without any Meafure at all. 

The laft Excellences afcribed to Virgii’s Verfi- 
fication are, the Alliteratio, the Allufio Verborum,. 
and the 4fonantia Syllabarum. The firft of thefe 
is of feveral Kinds; it is izitial, fingle and double ;. 
fometimes treble, or more frequent. It is likewife 
mix’d, that is, both in the farft Letters of the 
Words, and in the following Syllables. It is fome- 
times, as our Author adds, fo often repeated, that 
it may be termed 4/ultus, an Attack upon, or a 
Storming of the Ear. Of each of thefe, Inftances 
are given, not fo many as might be, but enough 
for illuftrating the Subject, and di{covering the Tafte 
and Judgment of our Author, 

Of the Ailujio Verborum he has given four Spe- 
cimens. But he has dwelt much longer on the faft 
thing to be mentioned, the #/fonantia Syllabarum, or 
“Rhyme. Of this, he tells us, there are in Virgil 
the following Sorts : 1, The. 
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1. The plein dirett Rhyme, which is of two kinds» 
Jingle and double. 

2. The intaymediate, or cafual plain Rhyme. 

3. The Scanning conclufive Rhyme, fo call’d, as 
he notes, ‘¢ becaufe it would hardly be perceived 
‘¢ by the Generality of Readers, unlefs they firft 
‘¢ fcanned the Verfe ; but when they havedone rier ia 
«© three or four Lines, the Ear will afterwards mak: 
‘¢ the neceflary Diftin¢étion without any further 
‘¢ Trouble.” 

All thefe feveral Species our Author has explained 
and exemplified in their Order. The Theme is 
perfectly new, as I believe, to moft Englifh Rea- 
ders ;; who had not, Iam perfuaded, the leaft Suf. 
picion of meeting with any fuch Thing as Rhyme 
in Virgil. This they have been ufed to think the 
Property only of modern Verfification, and per- 
haps below the Grandeur of the Roman Language, 
or the Genius of the Prince of Latin Poets. But 
our Author evinces it to be one of his greateft Ex- 
cellences, the {ole Beauty in which he has the Su-. 

eriority over Milton, In fhort; it appears by the 
deen he has brought, that Virgil’s Poetry is al- 
moft all Rhyme of one kind or other. 

But after all, it is not to be fuppofed that Rhyme 
is peculiar to Virgi]. Our Author in this Letter 
fhews, that it is to be found in Ovid, Lucan, and 
Hovace. However, he lets us know that the two 
former have not, in this Refpeét, any more than 
others, conduéted themfelves with fo much Judg- 
ment as Virgi/ has done: He generally concluding 
his ftrong, founding, majeftick Paragraphs, with 
a full Rhyme; whereas they begin with fuch ;'the 
Confequence of which is, that the Conclufion of 
the Paragraph is lefs fonorous than the Beginning, 
which muft needs have a bad Effect. 

Towards the End of this Epiftle our Author 
highly celebrates amodern Writer, Vanerius, as a 
7s @ much 
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much better Compofer of Latin Verfes than either 
Ovid or Lucan; and as having with great Judg- 
ment taken care to imitate Virgil in the Particular 
juft mentioned, and many others. There are, as 
he affures us, in his Predium Rufticum, a great 
Number of Lines which are worthy of Virgil him- 
felf ; of thefe he has adjoin’d feveral Specimens, 

In the fitth Letter our Author confiders Mi/ton’s 
Verfification, under the fame Heads as he has con- 
fidered that of Virgil, fo far as they are capable 
of a Comparifon. He begins with the Vurying of 
the Paufe, which, he fays, is the Soul of all Ver- 
{ification in all Languages. | 

In order to judge of this Varying in Englifh 
Verfe, he firft endeavoured (as he had done with 
re{pect to the Latin) to find out where the Voice 
naturally makes fome fort of Stop in the reading 
of it. To this Purpofe he looked into Mr. Cowley’s 
Davideis; and there he foon perceived the common 
-Paufe to be at the laft Syllable of the fecond Foot. 
For Example: 


© 
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I fing the Man | who Judah’s Sceptre bore 
Lathat Right-hand, which held the Crook before ; 
Who from beft Poet, beft of Kings did grow ; 
The two chief Gifts Heaven could en Man beftow. 
Much Dangers firft, | much Toil did he fuftain, 
Wilt Saul and Hell | croft bis ftrong Fate in vain. 
Wor did his Crown | lefs painful Work afford — 
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Here are feven Lines, and all of them, except the 
third, paufed in the fame Place. 
Thus our Author difcovered from Cowley in 
Engltfo, the fame as from Ovid in Latiz, 
He then, as he tells us, turned to the Paradife 
Loft, and there he found Milton even furpaffing 
Virgil in this Particular, Virgil ules the common 
Paufe at the firft Line of the Georgicks, which 
>. * Milton 
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Milton does not till he comes to the fixth Line of 
his Paradife Loft. 


‘© Of Man's firft Difobedience | and the Fruit 

¢ Of that forbidden Tree | whofe mortal Tafe 

‘ Brought Death into the World | and all our 1Voe, 
“<< With Lofs of Eden, | ’t/l one greater Man 
“© Reffore us | and regain the blifsful Seat, 

“ Sing, heavenly Mufe | 


a a 





This Example our Author looks upon as fuffi- 
cient to confirm what he has afferted in Favour of 
Milton ; and he thinks he may venture to affirm 
that the Verfe is varied at leaft with as much Skill 
in this famous Poem, as in the very Georgick itfelf: 
He is even inclined to think with more, becaufe, in 
this Refpect, the Engli/b Language has the Advan- 
tage of the Latin, by reafon of its Monofyllables. 

Before he quits this Article he very judicioufly 
obferves, that it is to the artful and uncommon 
Varying of the Paufe, that the Harmony is owing 
in thofe two celebrated Lines of Sir fobn Denham : 


‘+ Tho’ deep | yet clear; | thv’ gentle | yet not dull: 
‘6 Strong , without Rage,| without ov'rflowing | full. 


This, he tells us, is one of thofe Myfteries in Ver- 
fification, which the late Duke of Bucks would not 
- fuffer Mr. Dryden to communicate to the Publick. 
To the fame Art, as he adds, is owing the Deli- 
cacy of two of the fineft Lines in all the Latin 
Tongue : 


“© Te \ dulcis Conjux \ te \ folo in littore \ fecum, 
“¢ Te | veniente Die \ te | decedente ; canebat. 


Of the fame Nature, as he remarks, are many 
Lines in Milton, of which this is one: 
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<< Him firft | Him laft | Him midft and without End. 


In like Manner does our ingenious Author de- 
monftrate A4Gi/ton to be upon an Equality with Hr- 
il, in other Arts of Verfification. As to the In- 
verfion of the Phrajfe, every Page, he fays, of the 
Paradife Loft affords Inftances.of it. In adapting 
the Sound to the Senfe nothing can exceed him. He 
quotes a Number of Paffages from that admirable 
Work, wherein, as he fays, we hear the Warbling 
of a Brook, the Ruftling of Wings, the rough Sound 
of Zrumpets and Clarins, and the foft Tone of Flutes 
and Recorders: In others we fee Porpeifes and Doj- 
phins tumbling about in the Ocean: In fome Verfes 
we behold the Rivers running varioufly ; in fome 
the vaft Leviathan lies extended at Length on the 
mighty Waters; fome labour when the Elephant 
is working himfelf thorough the ftiff Clay, whilft | 
others with the leffer Animals fprout up as it were 
in an Inftant. 

In the mixing of fingular and plural Numbers, 
which is alfo one of the Beauties attributed to Virgil, 
Milton, as our Author has fhewn in divers In- 
ftances, very much excells. He is not capable in- 
deed of a Parallel with the Roman Poet in the Ufe 
of the Particles Que and Er, as is obvious to every 
Body; but in the fixth Thing to be obferved, viz. 
the Collocatio Verborum, he is no way behind him. 
Milton often places the Adjective after the Sub- 
ftantive, which very much raifes the Stile. —But 
the utmoft of his Art in this Refpect confifts, as 
our Author adds, ** in his removing the Adjective, 
«¢ the Subftantive, and even the Verb, from the 
«¢ Line or Verfe in which the Senfe is previoufly 
«¢ contained, and the grammatical Conftruétion in- 
«s verted, to the Beginning of the next Line.” This, 
as he notes, has a wonderful Effect; efpecially 

~ when 
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when the Word is a Monofyliable. The following, 
Diftichs are a Proof of it: 


“ Here finifh’d He, and all that be bad made 
“ View’d —— aud behold all was entirely good. 


Again, 
“ Over their Heads triumphant Death bis Dart 
« Shook —— but refus’d to firike. 


Our Author expatiates upon this Head. He hag 
given us an Inftance of the extraordinary Power 
of this Collocation alfo in rhym’d Verfe; and he 
has made it extremely obvious, that the peculiar 
Force and Expreffivenefs of thofe many Paffages 
he has quoted, and others of the like Structure, 
are to be entirely afcribed to this Circumftance. 

The feventh Artifice of Virgil that has beer 
taken notice of, is his Varying the common Pronun- 
ciation. In this, as well as in the eighth,. viz. His 
Verfes contrary to the common Mea/ure, Milton, as 
our Author has fhewn, exactly refembles him, 
« Thofe,” he obferves, “ who may be apt to find 
“ Fault with fuch Arts as thefe (for Arts they- are 
“ in Virgil and Milton). little think what it is te 
“ write ro or 12 thoufand Lines, and to vary the 
“ Sound of them in fuch- Manner as to entertain 
“ the Ear from the Beginning to the End of the 
“ Work.” 

The Alliteratio is the next Thing our Author 
infifts on, That which he terms jingle is fo com- 
mon, he fays, in Milton, that we need but begin 
the Poem, or open any Page of it, and we fhall 
meet with it. After’ feveral Inftances from Para- 
dife Loft, he produces two Examples of it from ‘his 
Fuvenile Poems. After this he Remarks, that all 
the Mafters of Verfe from Chaucer to Milton, and 
trom Milton to this Fime, were fenfible of chis* 
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Art. Dryden, as he fays, attends to it more than 
any thing elfe; Mr. Pope begins his Poems with 
this Delicacy ; and it occurs perpetually in Mr, 
Pitt’s Tranflations. He has given a Sample from 
each of thefe Authors. He then obferves, that 
Sir Philip Sidney, who was very unhappy in Ver- 
fification, feems to have defpifed this Beauty in 
Verfe, and even to have thought it an Excellence 
to fix the Paufe always in one Place, namely at the 
End of the fecond Foot: So that he muft have had 
no more Ear for Poetry than Mr. Cowley. Spencer, 
as he adds, every where abounds in all his Works 
with Alliterations ; one of which he produces, ex- 
ceeding beautiful : 


“© The Lilly, Lady of the Flow’ry Field. 


Here, as he notes, is a double initial Alliteration, 


and a continual mix’d Alliteration of the Jiquid L, 
which makes the Verfe fo very mufical, that there 
are few fuch Lines in our, or any other, Language, 
He has given a beautiful Inftance of Alliteration 
alfo from Fairfax, who, as he fays, was one of the 
firft curious Verfifiers amongft us, and who em- 
bellifhes his Lines continually with this Ornament. 
But he goes back further than either Fairfax or 
Spencer, and affirms thofe celebrated Stanza’s in 
our ancient Tranflation of the P/a/ms owe their 
principal Beauty to their iliteration. 


‘© The Lord defiended from above, 

“© And bow'd the Heavens high; _ 
‘© And underneath his Feet be caft 
“© The Darkne/s of the Sky. 


*© On Cherubs and on Cherubims 
‘¢ Full royally be rode ; 
‘© And on the Wings of mighty Winds 
** Came flying all abroad. 
Again, 
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Agaio, our Author quotes a Line. of Chaucer's, 
which has almoft all the Arts of Poetry in it. 


« 4Shefield Whittle bare he in his Hofe, 


There is, he fays, a fine Alliteration in the Con- 
clufion of the Line, Bare he zz his Hofe, and a 
mix’d one at the Beginning of it. The 4 in the 
firft Syllables of the fecond and third Words 
blends the Sound very agreeably ; and Jaftly, the 
Inverfion of the Phrafe (where the Nominative is 
put immediately after the Verb) is extremely poeti- 
cal: Bare he. He adds, Chaucer feems, by the 
Help of adelicate Ear, and a curious Judgment, 
to have learnt all his Graces from Virg:, 1. His 
Rhyme. 2. His Inverfion of the Phrafe; and 3. 
His Alliteration, The Varying of the Paufe he 
does not feem to have attended to, But to return 
to Milton. 

Having fpoken fufficiently of the initia], our 
Author now comes to the mix’d Alliteration. And 
this latter, he tells us, is almoft as common as 
the former. In fome of the Examples of this which 
he has feleéted from Paradife Loft, the Allufio Ver- 
borum alfo, or Mixing of Sounds, is very mani- 
feft. Of this laft he has fet down a Specimen in 
rhym’d Verfe, from Pitt’s Aneid, on the Graces 
of which he has expatiated. In a Poftfcript to this 
Epiftle, he refumes the Topick of the Collocation 
of Words, and poinés out the Beauties of a Paflage 
in Milton, which, in Refpect thereof, merits a very 
particular Confideration, and which had efcaped 
his Notice, when he was afore handling that Sub- 
ject. 

Our Aythor next proceeds in his fixth Letter to 
the .4/finantia Syllabarum or Rhyme, which is the 
eleventh Thing, in Order, afcribed to Virgil, as 
one of the grand Excellences of his Verfification. 

And 
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And here I fiiall venture, for the Pleafure of my 
Readers, to tranfcribe his Reflections upon this 
Head. 

ss J have fhewn,” fays he, “ how much Virgil 
<< abounds in Khyme; from whence I conclude, 
«< chat it may ‘be reafonably fuppofed Rhyme had 
¢ its Original from a nobler Beginning than the 
«¢ Barbarity of Druids and Monks. It is very 
«¢ probable that Chaucer, Dante, and Petrarch 
sc Jearnt it from Virgil, and that other Nations 
€¢ followed the Example they -had fet them. 
© To fay the Bards rhym’d in the Times of 
« grofieft Ignorance, merely by their own Inven- 
<< tion, only proves that Rhyme is naturally har- 
<< monious. We are told by the Learned that the 
s¢ Hebrew Poetry is in Rhyme, and that where- 
<¢ ever any Footfteps of this Art are to be traced, 
«¢ Rhyme is always found, whether in Lapland or 
<¢ in China. 

“If it fhould be objected that the Greek Tongue 
« is an Exception to this general Rule; that Mat- 
“ter perhaps may be difputed, or a particular 
“< Anfwer might be given. But that the Latin 
« Language is a Friend to Rhyme is clear beyond 
«© all doubt ; and the fame is as true of all the living 
“ Tongues that are diftinguifhed in the learned 
© World. 

‘¢ It is no Wonder that Verfe without Rhyme 
«< has fo many Advocates amongft the Dealers 
«sin Poetry, becaufe of its Facility. Rhym’d 
* Verfe with all its Ornaments, efpecially the art- 
*¢ ful Way of Varying the Paufe, is exceeding dif- 
*¢ ficult; and fo are all curious Productions of Art. 
«< Fine Painting, fine Mufick, or Sculpture, are 
*¢ all very hard to perform; it is the Difficulty 
*s that makes thofe Performances fo deferving of ~ 
«© Applaufe, when they attain the higheft Perfec- 
«© tion. As to the Matter before us; Rhyme (as 

‘6 Mr. 








Art.s. For JULY, 1739. 77 
«© Mr. Dryden jultly odferves) never was AGiton’s 
«¢ Talent. This appears from his Fuvenile Poems. 
‘ss And when he fat down to write his Paradi/e 
«< Loft, his Imagination was too vigorous, too lofty 
«¢ to be fhackled by Rhyme, It muft be own’d, 
«¢ that a thoufand Beauties would have been loft, 
«¢ which now fhine with amazing Splendor in that 
«© Poem, if Milton had wrote in the moft exquifite 
«¢ Rhyme. But then, on the other Hand, it is as 
<¢ certain that, upon the Whole, it would have been 
«¢ a more agreeable Poem to the Generality of Read- 
‘s ers than it is at prefent. 

‘© However, we muft take Paradife Lofft as it is, 
«© and rejoice that we have in it one of the fineft 
«© Works that ever the Wit of Man produced: 
«¢ But then the Imperfection of this Work muft 
«< not be pleaded in favour of fuch other Works as 
<< have hardly any thing worthy of Obfervation ih 
«¢ them.” 

In the Poftfcript of this Letter our Author recol- 
lets an Artifice of Virgil, which he had heretofore 
omitted taking Notice of, that is, his fudden vary- 
ing the Tenfe of the Verb from the preterperfect to 
the prefent. This, as he fays, makes the Thing 
defcribed more immediately prefent than it would be 
otherwife. He does not remember an Example in 
Milton of this Nature, but he quotes one from Fair- 
fax, in which the Advantage of fuch a Conftruction 
is very obvious, 

In the feventh Epiftle he collects the Paffages of 
the AEneid, mention’d in the former Letters, and 
brings them together with the rhym’d and blank 
Tranflations. The Verfions here made ufe of are, 
for the Rhyme, Mr. Pit;’s; for the other, Dr. 
Trapp’s. The Defign of this Collation is, as our 
Author himfelf tells us, to demonftrate, againft an 
Opinion that feems now to prevail, the Preference 
of rhym’d to blank Verfe; Which will admit of no 
| . Con- 
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trover{y it appear, as he fays, by the Com-' 
parifon, + That hat’the rbym’d Verfes have not only 
e more Hatmony and Concifenefs, but likewife that 
ey exptefs Virgil’s Senfe more fully and more 
ss Herfpicooufly than the blank Metre.” | 
i “the eighth Letter our Author enters upon a 
R on of two very falfe Pofitions, which have 
been afferted by feveral Perfons, efpecially Foreign-. 
ers, viz. Firf, That there is no fuck Ti bing as Mea- 
fure, or Feet, long and fhort Syllables iz Englith 
Words. Secondly, That the French Language is, 
store fit for Heroick Verfe than the Englifh, 
But his Reficcticns on thefe Errors, with fome 
other curious Obfervations, muft be refer’d to our. 
next Hiftory. ‘ 
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